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An Easter message from the Bishop of Oxford 

Christ is risen! 


Lambeth Palace 
London SE1 7JU 

Message 
from the 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury 

Congratulations to the 
Diocese of Oxford upon 
pioneering a new style of 
church publication in this age 
of free newspapers. I send 
greetings and best wishes to 
The Door upon its first 
issue. I am sure its pages will 
reflect its enterprising spirit, 
and encourage and streng- 
then in faith all who read it. 
May The Door create new 
openings for the telling of 
good news and confident 
Christian thinking. 



THE authorities in the Soviet 
Union were worried about 
the persistence of faith in a 
particular area despite their 
campaign against religion. A 
party official was sent out 
who declaimed to the crowds 
in the village square on the 
merits of scientific atheism. 
By the end of his speech the 
crowd seemed subdued and 
exhausted but then a village 
priest rose and shouted 
CHRIST IS RISEN. With 
one voice they responded HE 
IS RISEN INDEED.' 

The persistence of religion 
in the Soviet Union, so that 
despite all the attacks on it 
for 70 years, there is now a 
higher percentage of active 
believers than in this 
country, is one of the most 
remarkable stories in history. 

One reason for this courage- 
ous endurance is the belief in the 
Resurrection of Christ, which 
undergirds and embues every 
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one 

The World Shop 


WHERE TO SHOP FOR CARPETS AND RUGS, 
HOME AND LIVING ACCESSORIES, 
FROM COMMUNITY CO-OPS 
IN AFRICA • ASIA • SOUTH AMERICA 

One Village The World Shop 

On the A34 in Woodstock-Oxford 
In the Regent Arcade, Cheltenham 


aspect of Orthodox church life. 
Western Christianity has tended 
to focus on the Cross, Eastern 
Christianity on the Resurrection. 
They are two sides of one glori- 
ous truth but our own Church 
life urgently needs to be inspired 
anew by the faith we celebrate 
this Easter Sunday in a way 
which carries on through the 
year. Sunday is a feast of the 
Resurrection. This is the “third 
day”: and the Resurrection is 
the reason the first Christians, 
though they were pious Jews, 
moved the sabbath from Satur- 
day. 

If you or I got up in one of the 
towns of this Diocese, Reading, 
Slough, Newbury, Abindon, 
Witney, Oxford, Banbury, 
Aylesbury, High Wycombe, 
Milton Keynes, or any of our 
delightful villages and pro- 
claimed CHRIST IS RISEN 


Qiocesan Synod j 


what would be the response? 
Alas, probably silence. Such is 
the ignorance of and indif- 
ference to the Christian faith, we 
would be greeted by a blank 
look. 

One of my hopes is that the 
DOOR will play its part in 
dispelling some of that ig- 
norance and overcoming the in- 
difference. Our new Diocesan 
newspaper exists first of all, to 
give the Diocese a feel of itself, 
a sense of common purpose and 
strategy. It is not as isolated in- 
dividuals but as believers within 
the body of Christ, as members 
of one diocese within a univer- 
sal Church, that we seek to live 
out the life of the risen Christ. 
As we ourselves are renewed by 
this sense of common life and 
purpose so we will witness to the 
risen Lord. May God bless us, 
and the DOOR for this great 
task. 


The Good News - 
but what is it? 


WE were called to a Decade of 
Evangelism at the Lambeth 
Conference, but do we even 
know what mission is? At the 
Oxford Diocesan Synod on 
February 26 Bishop Michael 
Nazir-Ali explained the message 
and the exercise of it. 

Bishop Michael is the 
Director-in-residence of the 
Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies and in an address of 
superlative quality delivered 
without a note — “one of the 
advantages of not using notes is 
that you forget what you said!” 
he set out six strategies for 
mission: 

1) Mission as Presence — 
affirming the beauty of liturgy 
and architecture as a vehicle of 
witness. 

2) Mission as Identification 

— taking the risk of radically 
immersing ourselves in another 
culture. 

3) Mission as Dialogue — 
mutual understanding providing 
a medium for outreach. 

4) Mission as Action — 
action is advocacy, becoming 
the voice of the industrial poor. 

5) Mission as Evangelisation 

— verbally proclaiming the 
Gospel and calling to repent- 
ance. 

6) Mission as Unity — local 
initiative being crucial to heal 
the damage of division. 

In Britain where the poverty 
of affluence and the privatisation 
of religion and of values is all 
too evident the “base com- 
munity” or neighbourhood 
fellowship rather than the 
diocesan or parochial structure 
may be the most effective means 
of evangelism, he said. After- 
wards Synod divided into small 
groups to discuss the Bishop’s, 
presentation and perhaps the 


by Philip Roderick 

most pertinent piece of feedback 
was the comment: “We have 
Good News to proclaim but 
we’re not sure what it is!” 

“Local ordained ministry has 
come of age in the Church of 
England,” said the Bishop of 
Dorchester, the Rt Revd 
Anthony Russell. He was speak- 
ing on the second major agenda 
item in support of the Newport 
Deanery Synod resolution 
requesting that the Diocese 
“recruit and train Local 
Ordained Ministers in rural 
areas”. 

Strategies of mission demand 
leaders and resources. So often, 
however, argued the mover of 
the motion, the Revd David 
Lunn (Haversham) there was a 
diminishing clergy presence in 
rural areas. The Local Ordained 
Ministry (LOM) would be 
parish based and non- 
stipendary. It would seek to 
identify gifts and leadership 
within communities and to make 
the unwelcome policy of draft- 
ing in clergy from outside the 
community unnecessary. 

The Revd Colin Scott- 
Dempster (Chieveley) argued 
persuasively for an amendment 
that because of the existence of 
a “minefield of unresolved 
issues” such as the nature of 
priestly orders, the relationship 
of LOM to Readers and non- 
stipendary clergy and the type of 
training required, Synod should 
ask the Council for Authorised 
and Ordained Ministries to 
prepare a report for discussion 
in February 1990. 

The Newport resolution was 
rejected and Colin Scott- 
Dempster’s amendment carried. 
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A Porch of welcome 

THEY wander into The Porch each morning from dark cor- 
ners of the city and Sister Elizabeth Cole is there to welcome 
them. Now in her 90th year (her 60th with the order) Sister Beth 
used to serve the homeless of Oxford with cups of tea and sand- 
wiches at the gates of All Saints’ Convent. Then three years ago 
a lay helper realised that the callers’ greatest need was for a 
warm place to sit and rest. The result was The Porch, a small 
cafe with free refreshments converted from an old school room 
in the convent grounds. Servers are volunteers from all 
denominations and the doors are wide open each day between 
10.15 and 11.30am and 6.15 and 8.30pm to all who come. And 
they come at the rate of 1,500 each month. The Porch welcomes 
them all but it would take a dozen similar schemes to care for 
all of the city’s homeless. Photo: George Reszeter 



WILL YOU HELP US TO GIVE A LITTLE EXTRA CARE? 

MOST CLERGYMEN WOULD LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
RELAX WHEN THE TIME COMES TO RETIRE, BUT IT IS NOT 
ALWAYS SO EASY . . . 

To enable us to cope with the needs of the growing number of our pensioners, 
their widows and dependents we must extend the scope of the care we offer. 

Through the help of our supporters, many of whom have remembered us so 
generously when drawing up their Will we have been able to ease the everyday 
problems encountered by some of our older pensioners with the special care 
offered in our nursing home and 10 residential homes. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of covenant and legacies in order to 
continue this much needed work. Please help us in any way you can. 
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To: The Secretary, The Church of England 
Pensioners Board, Department TD 
53 Tufton Street, London SW1P 3QP 
I enclose my gift of 


Name _ 
Address 


L 


PLEASE SEND ME . . . 

□ a Bankers Order form . 

□ a form of Covenant 

□ more details of your 
charitable work 

□ a form of words for a Legacy 

□ a form of gift of Property 

Tick appropriate box(es) 
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Bailey & Monaghan 

GENERAL BUILDERS 

Tel: Didcot 813384/815751 

Free Estimates • Extensions 
• Renovations and Improvements 

Specialists in Brickwork, Plastering and Screeding, 
Roofing, Felt Roofing, Ground Work 


CASTLE COURT 

Funeral Service 

123 High Street, 
Berkhampsted 
Tel: 0442 870405 



★ Arrangements carried out in the privacy of your own home if 
required 

★ 24 hour prompt personal attention 

★ Private chapel of rest 

★ Private family business 

★ 20 years experience 

★ Floral tributes, monumental masonry and catering arranged 


COBWEB AND 
WOODPECKER CRAFTS 

WOODEN TOYS 
HAND KNIT SHAWLS AND 
PURE WOOL RUGS 
QUALITY CRAFTS FROM STOCK 
OR COMMISSIONS 

Enquiries Tel: (02357) 68956 


WARHBOROUGH COLLEGE 

The American College in Oxford provides elegant facilities for wed- 
dings all year round. 

Features: 0 

★ Small to large numbers catered for 

★ Beautiful grounds for outdoor receptions and garden parties 

★ Historic setting 

★ Residential and non residential facilities 

★ Competitive rates. 

For further details write to: 

WARNBOROUGH COLLEGE, BOARS HILL, 
OXFORD. TEL: 0865 730901 


ST IVES, CORNWALL 


WESTERN HOTEL 

FULLY LICENSED 


SPRING-SUMMER SPECIAL OFFER 

For details send for free colour brochure and 
tariff or Tel: Clive on 0736 795277 

Also large children's room. 

Coach parties welcome, 5 minutes from four 
sandy beaches. 


CHURCH 

ORGANS 

by 

VISCOUNT 

A unique selection of eighteen 
ssically voiced organs, priced from 
25 to £6,000 for church or home 
practice 

Write for brochures to 

VISCOUNT ORGANS 
LTD 

Hartspring Ind Park 
Hartspring Lane, Watford 
Telephone: 0923 247437 


s. BOWMAN 

SPECIALIST II STAINED GLASS 



THE RECITATIVE" 
£4,995 


STAINED GLASS REPAIRS 
STAINED GLASS WINDOW CLEANING 
Restoration of old glass, leaded lights, etc. 

Bowman Builders specialising in extension , 
porches, walls, church renovations, etc. 

Telephone: Building (0860) 548796 
Glass work (0844) 290083 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION 
SIZES WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL and UK 
STOCKISTS of NEW SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 


Amber Wine, solely for Altar use. 

Price Lists and details on request from: 

F. A. DUMONT LTD 
r High Street, Lyminge 
Folkestone, Kent CT18 8EL. 
Tel: (0303) 863193 




Wendy Craig 

U I CAN remember believing in God from being a tiny 
child. My grandparents were committed Christians and 
I think that had communicated itself to my parents. 
Even though they didn’t go to Church regularly until I was 
almost a teenager, they did have a home that was filled with 
love and forgiveness and all the good things that come from 
Christ. 

I always found it easy to pray and when I first went to school 
and heard them say the Grace that begins ‘Thank you for the 
world so sweet’ I thrilled to it because that was the first time 
I had heard people talking to God in fellowship. 


Then we moved to a farm in 
the North Riding of Yorkshire 
where everyone went to Church. 
My parents started to go 
regularly too. The building was 
minute and only held about 40 
people but as there were only 
ever about ten there it was just 
the right size. We also used to 
help lock up and with the 
flowers and the cleaning. 

I had always wanted to be an 
actress and when I came to 
drama school in London I was 
suddenly plucked from the fields 
and the sheep and put down in 
Kensington and a whole new 
world unfolded to me. I had 
been separated from actors when 
I lived in the country and 
suddenly we were all together, 
all studying the same subject and 
all going to set the world on fire. 

When I married and had my 
family I suppose I began to get 
very much more worldly. In the 
end I turned my back on God 
and even got to the stage of 
thinking to myself ‘How could 
I ever have believed all that.’ 

Then about six years ago I 
began to thirst for something 
more in my life. I had a con- 
siderable amount already but 
there seemed to be something 
lacking spiritually. Although I 
didn’t know it I was searching 
for God. 

I had this lovely old dog and 
we used to wander round the 
fields together twice a day. 
Early one morning I heard him 
fall downstairs trying to get to 
me and he died as I cradled him 
in my arms. I was grief stricken. 
I suppose I hadn’t ever experi- 
enced the terrible shock of see- 
ing something you love die. I 
became very depressed and I 
kept thinking ‘I want to go to 
Church. I want to go to 
Church.’ 


Suddenly it occurred to me 
that when I had walked with the 
dog I used to have the same 
strange elated feeling as when I 
was a child and that actually I 
had been saying ‘O God, that is 
so lovely. Thank you! ’ and wor- 
shipping and giving thanks to 
Him all the time. In fact the dog 
in some way had been used as 
a link to draw me back to God 
again. 

I knew then that I had to get 
back to the innocence and joy of 
having a proper relationship 
with God again. So I went back 
to Church and said that I was 
sorry and that I wanted to come 
back and I felt a deep sense of 
peace descend on me and a 
terrific relief. All the burdens of 
guilt that had been hanging 
about me, because I had done a 
lot of things that I was not at all 
proud of, were immediately 
taken away. I just felt myself 
restored again in every sense of 
the word. 

I searched for a Church where 
I would receive the teaching and 
fellowship that I needed. I felt 
desperately that it should be a 
simple one where a prayer was 
direct from the minister’s heart 
and not set pieces. Through a 
friend I found one near here and 
I have been going ever since. 
Soon afterwards I met a woman 
in the butcher’s who told me 
about a group of women who 
meet each Thursday morning for 
teaching and discussion about 
Faith. I began to go there or if 
I couldn’t go they recorded the 
meeting for me and I received 
some marvellous teaching about 
living a victorious Christian life 
— not a miserable wimpish one. 

So many people don’t know 
what’s available to them through 
the power of the God’s Spirits 
alive within you. There isn’t 



much that happens during the 
day when you don’t feel His 
presence and turn to Him to say 
‘thank you’ or ‘Father, what 
shall I do?’ or ‘I laid this table 
for you Lord. I hope it’s 
alright.’ You know everything 
you do is for Him. 

To be a Christian and to be an 
actress is probably the most 
difficult thing because the two 
totally conflict. To be a Chris- 
tian you have got to be humble 
but being an actress is getting 
up there and being conceited and 
saying ‘Look at me! Love me! 
Aren’t I wonderful?’ You have 
to push yourself because it’s a 
very overcrowded profession. I 
had to think and pray very hard 
about what to do and finally the 
message came. As always with 
God the answer was very 
simple. I was getting so worked 
up about it and one day a very 
clear voice said ‘I made you an 
actress. I like you just as you 
are,’ and I suddenly understood 
that he He had given me the 
talent. 

I wrote Laura and Disorder 
(BBC 1) with my husband and 
son. It isn’t a Christian pro- 
gramme but Laura is very much 
against prejudice and hypocrisy 
of any kind and her friends are 
a lovely young black couple. I 
hope it will make people think 
twice about being prejudiced 
and my little contribution to the 
writing was to keep that line go- 
ing strongly. 

I am also writing Christian 


songs. The words and tune 
usually come to me quite out of 
the blue just as I am walking 
along. I am also writing some 
children’s stories and songs for 
television because I feel that it 
is so important to reach the 
children because of what had 
happened to me as a child. I had 
believed and then moved away 
but because the seed was in me 
I had come back. 

So I have stopped feeling 
troubled about being an actress 
and realise that the only thing to 
do is to take my Christian atti- 
tudes to my place of work. Now 
when I go to rehearsal I am just 
patient and loving towards 
everyone. I don’t go around 
preaching the Gospel because 
that could be off-putting for 
them but I just hope that God’s 
light will shine through me so 
that they can see it and A A 
perhaps want to know yy 
more about it. * ^ 


In real life Wendy Craig is 
Mrs Jack Bentley and lives 
and worships near Marlow. 
She has been married for 33 
years, has two grown up sons 
and a much loved English set- 
ter. Her LP Show me the Way 
(also available on cassette), has 
just been released by 
Monarch. It is a collection of 
prayers, readings and songs, 
including three of her own 
compositions, and a moving 
personal testament. 


STUARTS MOBILE 

All mechanical work undertaken. 
Clutches, servicing, engines, gearboxes, etc. 
No job too big or too small. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Contact any time (0860) 644208 
or (0869) 242009 (evenings) 


PROBLEMS WITH YOUR CLEANER? 

• Not Picking Up? • Noisy? • Hot? 


NATIONAL VACUUM CLEANER SERVICES 


We offer a personal and specialised service, your cleaner fully serviced for only £4 (plus 
any necessary parts). FREE collection and FREE delivery, same dav collection. We of- 
fer low priced, one guaranteed reconditioned cleaners. A national organisation with a huge 
reputation. Authorised Service Agent and dealer for Goblin. Vox, Lux, Hoover Commer- 
cial and many other makes. ^Vacuums for hire only £5 per day. "Carpet cleaning machines 
from only £7 per day. 

(0993) 778973 


For Beautiful Memorials 
and Highest Quality 
Sculpture 

contact 

F. & G. BUTLER 

All types of stone available 

50 YEARS' EXPERIENCE 
Compare our prices with others 
CLEANING EXPERTS 

Banbury Road, Bicester 
Telephone 252703 or 246797 



MEMBER 



P.A. GARDENING 

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING 
FENCING - HEDGING - TURFING 
PATIO - PATHS 
RENOVATING/RESTORING 
DIGGING (general maintenance) 

— • — 

Free estimates Twyforii 340582 


FOR YOUR INDEPENDENCE at 
RICHENS MOBILITY CENTRE 


SEE ALL LEADING MAKES OF 

MANUAL and ELECTRIC 
WHEELCHAIRS and SCOOTERS 

FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION 

Rehabilitation Equipment for the Disabled and Elderly include Stairlifts 
After Sales Service and Modifications 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


For a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 


Churchgate 

The Broadway, Thatcham 
Tel: 68444 (24 hours) 


46 Bishopwood Road 
Tadley 

Tel: 6305 (24 hours) 


2 Windmill Road, Headington, Oxford 
Tel: OXFORD 697788 


PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
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Ecumenism in practice 
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make connections 
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Bishop retires 

from the field 
of play 



FCCi W in tlk.1E IJfH»ll 

CLiittlflWJl «*dP— . ilTiTTHIBJ 

|i sy| pukl^t . nJfftpinf 


: Wt 4 nUiti 
llh," Lkp^J i* h-J i. i town* 
he lull i 


h.Mjxl or -pvh i Lsrli 

pfCd 'tfMii 

ihn mtft i rw* rnsf 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


Louisa, the woman on my mind 
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■ -in h a 'ill Jv i "iiid/q'-iajc wa,s iu 
rvnpt>n& J wM 0»l priTfeci 

■ i| i n. nhi — 1 n thtrs no diaflce 

H iut Lhr “No 

■ iLarh-.." ™ Ihr "ito: 

^Mun'ftjnHy k-ib i it, 

vCo fbc pragCCL i »OuU 
ua 4 bu nah. Anl toe laatojl 
■» 04 i P t |ens| — ribm '4 ao 


LflwOto 

HfWLiF Id mdtHjfta 
Bur skuclarpinir ftmcM. TMy 
hK-rm Ren wb«=n 
I»K ‘.li^hWKl jni^tiAjp- hi^CWt 
p ike «i uKipetffii th^h^hf. irtfi-y 
ifct mt tinif any ; ' rti^rve' ' hi 

LiTpr 

How Jjt?:'- I hi/, alTert tis? The 
■.iLffcnnE 0 F Lctoa fthd (wplf 
like her ik GodV sufr'cni^ tnd 
llKhcTon uuls E 1 XI. Aru fi 
pfn WpJ Cn hear Lht crick trf the 

-arferinf? 

ThrTiujh the nne per r^Tl lot 
4r^dapvTwn£ Appeal, -rad to 
Lftl^ hpo. ut nf txxovf 


ICNpLII ill- iu 1 1 1' -I Ml.- Iiml pi^hjihJ 

us itdl-a us |f€ hto Ifatoj 

ffum^h T>r wotod^ wentiiii 

iial.il Ip^ are ihil'j LlK dfr^diq- 

iILl' Ml LIT hi Ln jNip ^u(f the 
dJTKMm I'dn. lueii Jimdcd T*j I he 

UK an 4 A,cdpted hi dneurt |rn 

r"n liS. ifilr 

Wotk- On jwr lw pi tot 
flui^vaJ Kahlk to # 4 ^PiWB 
aid Wet* g^fi trx> toan HaJE 

ibMi !»■- ierp i-P H-r li ■- 

iir UKicHea OH 
rauuey avmLtole Iuh| I 
im& 4 lkipjmd taJhTJ 'hjB 

fOtud EUair illj Pfiff JhPlAtmc n*i 
people \ kvrv II kranui 10 irw 
lhal {he l|uc4hmi lur lls. hnih 
pfPAWlls .iisJ eu0U iriod), Ip: « 
wc ptrf’-.jrf-ii to "l"wir Id M sAg> 
lhu =i jh.lTr -1 dir liKHh ill li«U*y? 
ff |_Lni|sa |s inleieML'Ll In ■usr 

anawr, I thto M> 

io-i o- our Crralor 


Jaho VlAdrlri h I illnu >4 tn* 

lertfmUuntl Agritmlfural 
Drvrfopmrnt, a mm iiiIht uf 
Ommil Si itatffe and • kfriultE H 
lie ihn fa hriduu. 


Bishop Richard 
opens The DOOR 

n ~ 



Pi-ri:in MiLhapi Mir>^aPi 

I ML tl^Wp Pf O-kfiard. lUr ftl Mrxd Kirhard ILarfi|r« 
I be 4 ar 1 huEEnn of ticxalJaeiul Pres* I.Ld's jy ladinv 
|irt-VA al » HTP^rr. |l takn lw tb« Ml IKPUT 14 j pf ►nl tlfer 
h 5 .iH ioptov -I I hi- f KX >1 p h 4 h li dE h.r 0,-1 r d«l rd fi , . 
14 all I bitfri nhUstHTV Idi ito N>. mt* lM rwia 

wr-HwpeF f i pfiAMi i Ibr LHf«rd IHuceub M 

latf >fir I he Human nti tor a 

ftoav^l b Th- Em Mil. It «iO bf 
a year aj^J U fa failed IfaaH B to 
Tfae E 4 INT fhetotto. f hit 



Till Rh-hfFp of 

ligfi! Kiwi ■OlNiifl Ftrfry ha^ 
jciumrkS’U hit ptftrrrinrTii after 
jimirvr wspn yeiub jv mt« Arcii 
Bi Jkip m tNr iiiits^ .^-i cgt 
fi rmwnifv ut AhryJi a »■ nf\iti 

hii iFfivti He i^mMhridEMl ihal 
Ki^hn^'i iLK’Hh.ili Ir.ui ho. I 
ETsm k> the uionsJ dlv Imivn WOh 
his ephtLipftl ‘cipprn S*ll ■■ ttici 
jit rnik hjM. k m Ihr thlftjj |l r |h 
Lhuu^hi of hi* pi-n* tii^Tvet 
iMh UuiLcJ Hut* j^Pii of -i< 
IH UidMijj 
Gnds-m »* rehnnj u> V^touT 
*nh tus * fcPr in V nranrr tVn 
■■^1 Hr will kiVE hcbsreJ 
fCLiuv fmls rppes i«JI> in 
m --eUt hn 
! Sk-afan irl- 

pwVt-fl 
he ioasi etBfiEBbrfnl The 
? raT Osiijffd * iLI i 

p 4 fnlFfHS-ill 
C ■ T likpoi I'd Apil It 
.Matt- i buLO- Redding 


t'ahuo ]flto CrtnwHk'i 

Liin-rhiLis-in with Lilt DiLXtvf 
pw™ hici hi the \W)\ when las 
p- ii I sLudcne m K^Ne College. 
S -ml r ihrH tw t\Al sffveJ under 
Mve Uislhipv and LriLcfyJLd ETUR 
'ynnda Umn aLnt*sl atiytHK dw 
nsotfCKlIy dftKFihe^ himsell 
lie cht ■ " Dkkcsuo odd jrb boy 1 5 
hm ui LtiLf Dvocciau Synod on 
I tfvnuary llx - OLunEiiUi ijl Itc 
H-.u^ -vl Clergy. Marl ui 

h'Hir peid anbdtc to his 
h ii ii in we ai '-e ahilir- “a jrwrl 
■ if ■ rtvirujlf% n ' " d:i J to lit i /kill oh 
up Of prujrtOEs LFmI 
Amaif lirutHr pnjifcis 

hi- twn ife F.iaic^^ df else 
fltaitKOdtdi Osmt fjAam 
Hra„Ve TK’ftip^Kl. [fac 
n -imbiF l 4 . 
ptrl^-F i-fatftoiipf 



hie the Ra|al Bcfkifllri 
H.-piljl .- r i Hrjdmg leiiesl >a 
local panthr' nk bir j hri- 
kindling Ihil alva Um L'NMhri and 
tfveri IlhhJ In lie i new tm'aii. Jftr 

A /iriMt iihi JHi -ifii 4 t#r 

1939 MinMi Jioai ti,; gs 

Mur^irtt ltiil ll"li |4j- ItlhutB m 
ihr jaereiiKilly nf Lne L"hurnh and 
Ibt; help uihl infliicnLr at pUh 
dfrgy iiluili mI ^N-h. 


I'Iiljl- b a irirditui I Im:Hh 
fiw rukiiH ft\ r;m iu> -m 
May & when _ li-ikJirn Fnjm all 
-in' M«r I * ul Hit n}^k 
to riiAto- IhciF PilriEiifi mh 
-Ibu. sear adtfu »todWfkhaiii 
Pkii Stwtol 

Liw hl-KH I hJ iVetwhlren Fu-i 

fart m Life Mf 


F 9 ST I 


i Pt™ Occkrr bOttfl 
i™ 



Q&nnii ii’rfln Sj-TcPd 


Pont 


ScimLtn acfaDiPl Mij hfiaar -HI 
bnif BOflk * ah tonn Ibu >oi 
Apt du fiFH am *i 

Will *c far fid Al Ut^hrMfr 
Ah Vy LrudfBJ i'F rhe CahtdraJ 
and dir iiricarusiOl Jiffi[nvirng! 

o*#f d i fu hvhiM yijunpiHFi for 
the iiu'-niir-^ wiirk 'Imc" . pi- m- 
jimch ^hetPSHjn wnrjw w Hh 
the B-Oinp of i Niord 
Clcr|>n r K j n ■ftbcfhrr ^ tuurnr 

OF LilMuy | re 4m n/ 1 ugly 
n»aaFL r tHTi*l litory pntoaNy u^fi 
iii-ir-' ^ i -II .fHilOfA hanfrn IhC'ni 
Uu.ii diiy ildvrr pmlkMhi4 riEHl 
r|nsy ftlniiiHl icrhiinlv wnlr nun 
in\tki Rhikrird lltiajlin. Rrilm 
ul toti^hu^h -.nr i hwiP K r iJ 

Hitor id ' ' llip| Crttilr 
Luliawi b ri p n r 1 L ii fifih J^ifei 

*rw ref if ii hp LTifh-sd i fin 

■*«to rru^rh llud, 
i Mttife-' v a- 4 im 



nrt ft inJ Tit DUUfit hB kM 
Mkkad D*r U>c nm ; 

Hr 
Pned 

« dir SdKtW 
Hirfi Fun Fj iximeml 
,Kki Kuril Dru of Co*ky 
■*•■1 4 hMTWr prrs?iKCr rt# BBC 
fUJprlKki^r S ievW Hr 
it j i es L^ bet.^mir DiOci^urli A«l 
Viier m R^spiinsdHLjty 

nrvj h Canon j in PurtpniHiih 
Ik iieu* iiui.ii l>tini of Cowley 
h t uiHHi J-Hliik Burcou whi> 
vincc 1 4^2 han heen Oiaplmn id 
Ihr RfldcLifiTr rnfir™^. ihe 
i lain hill euhJ ihr Jl4ui Elfedcliffc 

Ntrspilal. 

The role of ihr vkrg? in 
hiftfpiLlJ FitlF -fill lmu^- 5- tvi.-i.-ei nn 
• inpiirLiiiL tame. BcEoir ihr 
advriii uf Lbc Naltonal Hcilih 
Service to IfMS raray Lispiuii 


^faJhr-™! 
lki> Ejnd Mr ul 
hwi Dna Colto vartfi 
ka.tued; n- a pvr . ** 


■atiK. 1 l #41 

i rtoah 

M 

Ilw Jcrih of 4 if* i ■ if 
sJ aa^s J -rfuiicr Mig Elton* f". a h .r 
tler,|>iptn J s*-^kmt H mm Nidg 
purCKbtop pri44rnu I \IL\ iS 
I s ! a rccgrdJy hmitol v)l|>N ir l 
griaip Lit L-krjo Jr-tl 

wklPvi wi In i iiircc mI i iwe ahJ 

frirod-ihip in iicr^y wBIh#4 


Tfaty hu^r fami ly pfivJlifod u 
hiHibkl i-l | l i Lh.'l it'ul lufiirlfiiilhin 

iin-ft u^L'Inl uddreiif'- N 
C aKJaN rwh help ciwyicl 

Mr* Very Sir:|du-iiuiTi. U 
Wcslbruuk' Oicrn, IMrahiri. 

EMaa,.OY4I^Ut1 f'toq^™ 
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J™ — i 

# i-iaui ■# 

hfl 1 ! H |ik-r i 

in ba ilklrlTvaEk | 

Ihriiubh Jk^Pirrf prf. IK 

ill It 1 1 rrfliw llnril 

■if IjBfliiPHi'ii " iPrtJ«rrii4L mHi 

»n tllfcH |Mlh ifclsrn ■hHI iihjs 

l 1 1 1 fi k Vr Mwc I --Mill I* fm hrt 

IFF mfm\* Irt # mb-. Mf im 

Mf Lmri- 

In urns CH*f bn vi m pi r*ir 

biifp- III- HP ll H il-*|tairilr' 

fffuMHjpf Vt to. irf 

m I 111. fill lipJif-i i TTOPtfl H »n- 
bi a b ^1 i-*i in ibf nMrip of ■ hur 
l praniJlc-ri -j-I AtaEli 
ILt-Li^iHfT | hr lb# Min*. 14 
\irik rhEM m* aa -ii ihmi 
ihe jpbv *w ** hnlw* 

H Hi *Iipi’ iirf m n i tna IP 
prfr;d*v ibm *B It ril« n i m# d 
4uvrf Uui TV tHHJtl pfl 



-art** c> 

likjrfkf irf 

PPfIM 4«b 

Ml ■ #m4 i* r ™C* = rt 

pHi i In- i h In rrad ihniql mh 

irilwr ilk Ibi ?*P4r 11 #“ 
ibn Itallb* t fcrb«liliik Hih- a 
kin4 id luibviA? Ifcll It 
l>.uilhiir ill Ip lHa TtWiWlKl 
Hiiiiili ^1 Tull pr -lmr| r» nI Nkep 
iii imp 1 Nir imhllilnu fwlirr* 
L-hrkrk'l ihr Itlldlfrr J fl i iip fif 
lirjlfipm alH* BhNi# 4 ^ pflff- 
rub hiHh P»«h imm ■ Iw^bf " 
banl > UN P hlll-Uk I mil 1<P 
■ Im Id siIejiU I- ll- - - II- Him IIk 
pi M| idMi Mf I hr KnPT ncllim 
i 1 1 1 1 9 1 1 fVf-I hr f iikilku l. 

>lpyLin^ nmU> M s- hi 4J*- 
tJ l pliT^p Hls-i.n TV 

bibJ» „r Ibipl^rvb. iV 

H---P 

■Kb -Tfc J 



mk bVm. A 
111 pup ■ll-. 
CVWtinpj fwcKl 


Our reality 
before God 


AE Llic Eune* w hen ul' u. LtibJj u*p 
I mm lkjt daily alIjvIcn to pray , 
who drs i*ff hnng into Oar i 
(wnflue? Arc *t red hdi,¥t 

Wmk MB$ Jut's jL TQC1H tlk 

V raT 11 fky me dun a ifm ml 
pcrani J wfiKb ii wb V 
pirlcrfi tbf iprfmJ tujih JfflJf ieU- 
ban Id mr iuh h Arc pc 
Me id w k> Her- ' Hr/r I mm 
Lprt, diki I' m Mnxpi h«|h mj- 
duv '■ Off "You KKfTV lory 4«r 
j^aj. rad dAhP^b IM MPhlUi 
UeOs ibe youfre w da me. 

I web I cwW h EAi 

*f dan! K' fflifl ptfund * ■ dn 

jJI &a cumpfeaMm, puukiisi dimJ 
rwsyneyt mm Hjb- pnr-i^iu.^' 1 
Mlipi erf D 1 BIT jmrfiaWi 

brait^ben: m hfrwe«i ih< h*li 
cHIrtiEitv aaJ . if be 4rt htiKfl. 
HimcLimeK IttmJ ■.turvrh ht^rmi 
OUl nf rtir miniis wjtfi IV tmmil ■ 
ty of oyr prayer, ^n^lnji Rw li 

|I.| LTSHTiUf Etr IiEl. ptrliflpi if wt 
blopfcd hmnstf vi niL'L 1 m liui pu • 

ty wc cmiUl hwiBW real |i^ 
fcpffdcjnf |ri CM *Hs b aa juiJm 
lie voico. 2 MUM (rf UlhliduaEy 
r-wlm^. of laiw. 
Imuraorci. doubt, psuicaic ir 

fTKElMfe. Mi) lX 41 of ten Wr 
m i d il h an- bni| mi 
fdlizm and obj l| 

ll 


Hc drtfd h-fki* wlw rm Like, io- 
■pUr pin 1 1 11=1 atuI wldda dll ihui 
udIvt mh! rtir^unrBk and in 
roln-Cimi Up il ■.'j-rflMijI 4Mr U-hf 
--»i-nl hi I -unrup. w cocit *m 
■rf IV bTfnh. of my idl-JkMfeint 
4 bin TV liahs D f fib 
uHfi 



Bin lie K van 
mi re ogufiit m tbt 


tfm^iMbfil by tom gratr aknfc. 

I htba-if! 4S«r itmt im|iriTtani 
L*»k ii m iliiow *Ni we ire. 
Iki lirVl ihjt liw tfi'pd 4Hd TO 
Iivp >pjI rtf Ihe WW and 
inyiuinr bf i?yr ipwb hpinf. ^ 
IE I- tVf« rhpH wf -will reCOUETlef 

Ihc V-|fl.(lfTiml, wki OiBrtViKiT 

IfW flbmkiil l-y DiMKlflflt AJhJ 
wtui Ik In hr Found .ir Ibe hrart 
ikl 9iur ddily rippn^Tk-p- fl b 

^ 114 in 4 h 1 vi-m>j>ie. mid 
v PUT “liM h- will tarverr 
Ji^i^hiinl ui 

Jom phSjic Srhiferidfr 


ki eV God 

Ota if M: dOC - ! 
i-now .m^a We at . 
ill? ill. Hh Ci™™ kVjM He 
9 Ubd iMCrf 

H 1 Ki dk! Tur uk Vfurr 

hid awikmd tu the gift irf 

KlFe He j£ OttcfiR^ 

Cab wt ctdL) dij on JcTfJn 
Lind nj^L'ELlig, ourirf U es for 
rwm mearjjjinj. up Uj \Am pt-f Cei:- 
tlon which wp reCTigniie in 
Llrrl^L, LfiL of oar nw 

selves 1, EkJi uiu: uf Ms is tiEiii^ir 
ip cun hu.ng mui lb hi:- L*yr-> TV 
Good ^ews islhai WL 1 art hm+A 

dJid aLOOptfd: JWJ jV Wff 

□nr, in aU OUF liiMilafi fmihy. 4 TVJ 
Fie kin£& foi ou-r lo-vr "Hr 
fv-H.il in' I p,^^ibJy Jdvd ciic if llr 
UJ . '-riLMA -whil ] am ! Lku' iih 
iKic"" Tl-'i’s iiBH the pewnt — 


JupE-ppfcinp Schfibidfri ta a 

c oufiub-Ckr i» tfimrtq Mi 
IgsiiS-Kri «Ml|urflY 


SPACE 



jLl MMg C^kj, iV FTJHrrdrtUPP 
TT< I**if tV dnwr 

iVJnyy^ . i«rin , bF 1 J|/pi 

tflVrrp irf. ib'dr p*r gftrMf* f/niT 

^iJP I>1 V^rjn^ j^m-n 

i'hftTt JV ,j#nfrfNr« Jr' JlPiff 
k«W ind ii fjiir-AiJ 

vrHfi- JiJiijfiJ-.-- i ti 

Ghv hli. pt ^iPbjy, hHr 
hi I .'j r j i Ml. Ml c-'ir JItJN drffriH. 

U - vmtHth Ml iaHv 

fldbtrhiWTif, 

f.'ftflM AdipiiL 

OkL WPHb 


The LV»r is iiuhihlu-d ten limes 
a year by the Dlot’r^e Oxford 

f^in/w CVuz»r 

&0V ^Mp AfeCf- -Jb?b«L -CVij AHiad- 
m. Wp M J'l.-c 

f i». AIM MMm«a 



W Aw 

Arp. JUka D«air ?|Qp»vJ 
Jav Hptp ki lu ■ J l * 

m y^'T._ 


-^r 


o 


75*i fc.‘ I* 

^OTfrJ. Jta W-J TliM^k PCj 

fcpii r .-- rC'VjWini 

rtiWPVJJ. (VM ^pi# -Surtfr 

ojc im 

- «!n-w r I WTifw tad, tyn 

B O-UT jpj. firirpIbH^ ihKnt .WCftP^T 
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^aaai tIpTif'ri 


ORGANISATION, MANAGEMENT 
& ADMINISTRATION 

Ii rhrp *n *p|p-^iiT>£:bd W:Mi’i*vMrrwn Cotaidunt prfu rouid 
tM 4Mw-#*44H3 g vnAmiviv rm fw 4WPP. ai pan unit 
U«hhrU V- iHkl T 



Fiu^ia Pammhfl JDip-hFb -17 Nigp- 

Strrvt 5 (f^# 4 . 0*6 IMS. 


Thlii rtuunib fmkr pra)(T« are 

Bbhffd/OfT 

.i>ipi«f flpafrf . 1 

lMHi.rhpp i #ff "TiH,'i 

i.uWr* ir -r^n-r p;j 
I'h# fji| f rrntft^H Itprifmrf- 
Hm #*dk« f-ljM JWJf|L 
|^tw#gf^pii /«r fJif JKlAjtp pf 
Oi/tffrf'a Vei rfiTjM phiiri 
kfiit Jg Mm. 


IV 4 ffk*MBt*ikr p/ r#f #rw 

s.r^iS's 

It. 



RE and the new 
curriculum 


IT li very I ikely Ihal if yuu art 
a '[HTEDri luday ytm were liuirflb 
lUEiikm Trwmidiiiffi ai wh^il 
h r 5 Lr ^ likely ihii yog ntrely- 

CMi BfU K-:ll L!4l>JS ^Jjfiii -ilJl-iHfl Jl 
ta sLginCkttL^ UljI 0 fir rtf Ibr 
-hinnir-. r ■_•’■■ liJ I jru 1 Iruni like IWIa 
F4 i3^ot Act U the cr^Rffl rtf 
i rdt from RdEgiout Imgruor^ia 

U? Rdif hJHis I~j1 ib ■■->] ■ i ■■ | hr ;g~* 
denfyiaiarB is soy Jj 

& rw evpvfb dim Hutrfa 

erf ^ 


by Hrtfwttiir} PadKOtki 
riiMlnniiii nf llic 

llliHEi^aia l nkind] nf 

EdtftHUkrfl 


ilr irm to Uraicfi 
CX:” ll kt Art mu UBl 




CM abtay nrNRia? kfi«l^ dpt^ 
leciattoJ kkill. M 
aftei 


Elrfy Mhl tm> be t'nl srtMrrair 
un.iups i?f pupiEs. Che bLK year 
erfd said In her iesn±mf. "Whj 
iMirfl wchiivc "ttiiink yi>ii ' ma eIim 
-tnd Of Tho lltL-i rv_H.1i ^lim Wr vc 
|JLri nnrEllun^ In 'ay "Ihiutk yun' 

Irt Odd rnf!" El is very rfinknll, 
if nol impawilrfe. to tV 
nred-s of i widdy dilTereni ijLt 
gfotLp e.g. Ll%je u> i E yran of 
It years to Ih yfcark, ursJ If Jk- 
a wei«Tme ip^tr o4 k£k-Jwii.ri 
ihir itae-ae §roupt may be hri *rn 

ktowo into mum ojn^iaUNr 
and m gek ikT devfiifm^m: 
b s naedi in shf Ad tlm 
"Mrtrt ires rtf i 

Hus tdaM 
•tore P 01 or sore t4 At 
children at Mcrtkre or m s 

■-■dfcf Lfejih ifaxL if TfaML >.K to 


BtREfto 


Rjftb hue h » patwolwly am* 
Mi "Jk eddeof RE TVchikdrtvi 

UU be Kspuisl JJlrt UrtlJMd hni 
a Headier >ih>ie ■ppi'-ck.ti is 
livtlj M llMereutof -M w4m 
Used di fkrffii way* » iim^I Ihr 
nerds of mdiv-Jual LhiJJrCn 
i RecmnoVT Lhc diFEereru:e Vl 
ta Ihe r4J P'hywiial Tnunkne 
md IV fun n i PnjHcal 
EiduckLH.iu’.'l 

Relij^Hjs Edajratukn cwyi) k a 
^pmel UUus in ibe , n! 
ru'nlulJi ll \k pan of dir l>M^ 
Lin-nciiJuni tmi xuM Lhr clmLii wia 1 
Liimciilun TTikk meock 4 .Kmi tl 
hi i rqiikl rtanJmi: * . tli Ihe ylhet 
iWb d will mM hr trwxl; nn 
will sbrfe be mutuii 
rtf ifee work Their 


ajrcfd 


Mnfl 

Ace tVMii LrtcaJly 

mrln.1 MU I *l* MlcS - Nr refi|rrKLs 

e radii u^i mtt EtE^inJy Oimlian 

wbia*J E 4 kini|i tCkWlA of itto 

Itik'ftinr nrVJ pnwlHti til rtte 
liTlrWif-il rrlipi-ins ]h This 
tkiK-efc* wff luji Inc JpMfjy pnaid 
Thai wr arc on^nfue In having 

aLH J h a k^llHhUB In lEjii * i I1,|: ! SJ =« 
* Hh h lti« hrl L i>.i« ii ■■■v d 

hj ifw t 'hi.-ff I Au*. jIsp THTicEr 

And ftw DHJtrthin Dhnaclnr nf 

IdHafra. The IbrM of Trs c prin- 
■ Ifiili- •- Eivfffd Id link fyUibto 
Vi'in Rt bi a msotjae and vital 
ll I Hill IB m ■ *jkkirr^ \ lainn 
4|rhvflb pfrvwfh w r«T 

Hi A Idr-inG* fTrt- 



RF M 
pJu bf Rt M «£ii It W 




. pffH'HhKM !y* hrre 4 
HtM tottJiOfy CUura, lk 

h>b ReLigirtcii EJ.li.l- J i is 1 ii 
"S ACRES” re V 'K 4fi by 
LEA 1 ? to- ufr ist in Ak fi otk-^ 
The nu:DitK r-Jiip ^-3 ‘SAt’BIr k, | 
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PILGRIMS 


SO The DOOR is open and 
you may well think its launch 
a kind of Spring madness. 
Isn’t it just another publication 
to be distributed, flipped 
through and disposed of, yet 
another example of the Church 
of England’s wandering into 
secular paths when you may 
think her time could be far bet- 
ter spent in good works or on 
her knees. 

In any case how can we ever 
hope to please such a disparate 
readership? Are the farmers of 
West Oxfordshire remotely in- 
terested in the doings of the 
commuters of South 
Berkshire? Do the dons of 
North Oxford care at all about 
the goings on in Milton Keynes 
or Reading? And in trying to 
please them all is there not a 
danger that The DOOR will 
end up pleasing nobody? 

Worse still what about all 
the shades of opinion within 
the Church? What could a 
liberal Anglo-Catholic possibly 
have in common with a conser- 
vative Evangelical or those in 
favour of the ordination of 
women with those against? 
Isn’t it quite mad to really ex- 
pect them to read about each 
other in the same newspaper? 

But isn’t the Christian life a 
kind of madness? Isn’t it 
foolhardy in this muddled 
world so full of shattered lives 
to hope for anything better? 
W eren’t the huddled group of 
followers who turned so sor- 
rowfully away from a broken 
body on a hillside cross out of 
their minds to dream that His 


Our reality 
before God 


Speaking recently at the Ox- 
ford University Mission The 
Bishop of Edinburgh, the 
Right Revd Richard Holloway 
said: “The Church will endure 
because its life is based not 
upon human strengths but 
upon God and upon the uncon- 
querable hope of the Resurrec- 
tion.” 

It is in the spirit of this hope 
that The DOOR begins. We 
pray that it may open onto the 
way to a new fellowship in the 
Diocese, a new awareness of 
God’s presence in our midst 
and a new vision of the revolu- 
tionary power of the Resurrec- 
tion to bring light even into the 
darkest corners of our lives. A 
Happy Easter to you all. 

Christine Zwart 


At the times when we withdraw 
from our daily activity to pray, 
who do we bring into God’s 
presence? Are we real before 
Him, and what does it mean to 
be real? Do we don a special 
‘persona’ which feels it must be 
perfect but who bears little rela- 
tion to our daily lives? Are we 
able to say to Him, “Here I am, 
Lord, and I’m hurting badly to- 
day’’ or “You seem very far 
away, and although scripture 
tells me you’re always with me, 

I wish I could believe it.’’ Do 
we dare to bring that person with 
all its complexities, passions and 
messiness into His presence? 

Most of us are probably 
somewhere in between the two 
extremes and, if we are honest, 
sometimes find ourselves bored 
out of our minds with the banali- 
ty of our prayer, longing for it 
to come to life. Perhaps if we 
stopped being so nice in our pie- 
ty we could become real by 
speaking to God with an authen- 
tic voice, a voice of undiluted 
feeling, of fear, sorrow, rage, 
frustration, doubt, penitence, or 
gratitude, any or all of them. We 
are real if we can bring our 
failures and our (perhaps less 
frequent) successes, our fears 
and hopes, our longings and our 
pain, to the God who knows 
who we are even if we don’t 
always know ourselves. We are, 
after all, His creation which He 
has loved into being, and loved 
enough even to die for us before 
we had awakened to the gift of 
life He is offering. 

Can we really go on despis- 
ing and rejecting ourselves for 
not measuring up to the perfec- 
tion which we recognise in 
Christ, the image of our true 
selves? Each one of us is unique 
in our being and in his eyes. The 
Good News is that we are loved 
and accepted just the way we 
are , in all our human frailty, and 
He longs for our love. “He 
mssihly love me if he 
side.” That’s just the point — 


He does know what I’m like, in- 
side and out, and within all that 
noise and messiness and im- 
perfection He is calling me as he 
called to Lazarus, to come out 
of the tomb of my self-loathing 
into the light of His redeeming 
love. But He gives me the choice 
of whether or not to respond to 
that call. Essentially He requires 
just two things: generosity in my 
response, however tentative this 
may be at first, and a willingness 
to co-operate in the process of 
my transformation, which is ac- 
complished by His grace alone. 

I believe our most important 
task is to discover who we are, 
to find our true selves, and to 
live out of the essence and 
mystery of our own being, for 
it is here that we will encounter 
the living Christ, who shares our 
lives moment by moment and 
who is to be found at the heart 
of our daily experience. It is a 
journey and an adventure, and 
the only one which will never 
disappoint us. 

Josephine Schneider 

Josephine Schneider is a 
counsellor and is training in 
Ignatian spirituality. 


SPACE 



Living God, the resurrection 
of Jesus throws wide the door 
between ourselves and life 
eternal. We go through that 
door today, inheriting from 
Christ the ambition to serve 
you totally, and to spread 
your kingdom. 

Give us, we pray, the power 
to turn thought into action, 
and ambition into 
achievement, through Jesus 

Chnst our Lord. Am£n 

Dick VV imams 
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ORGANISATION, MANAGEMENT 
& ADMINISTRATION 

Is there an experienced Management Consultant who could 
be interested, voluntarily or for remuneration, in part-time 
(mainly diagnostic) work on organisational cases, chiefly 
concerning churches and charitable bodies, including 
schools? Relevant professional membership (IMC or CA) 
and/or a good honours or MBA degree are essential. Letters 
will be handled personally and in confidence by Michael 
Graham-Jones, Faculties Partnership (Oxford), 87 High 
Street, Standlake, 0X8 7RG. 


This month your prayers are 
asked for: 

Spring Board: The Oxford 
Diocesan Youth Assembly 
( March 31- April 12). 

The Long Crendon Resurrec- 
tion Plays (April 26-29). 
Preparations for the Bishop of 
Oxford's Visitation which 
begins in May. 

The appointment of the new 
Bishop of Reading. 

The DOOR and everyone 
associated with it. 



RE and the new 
curriculum 


IT is very likely that if you are 
a parent today you were taught 
Religious Instruction at school. 
It is less likely that you receiv- 
ed any Religious Education. It 
is significant that one of the 
changes resulting from the 1988 
Education Act is the change of 
title from Religious Instruction 
to Religious Education. The new 
designation is very important. It 
is not enough that pupils should 
be instructed or have some 
knowledge of an area, they 
should be educated to unders- 
tand and to be involved in their 
own learning and ask questions. 

Good relationships are always 
essential between teachers and 
pupils but it is particularly true 
in the case of RE. The children 
can be inspired and enthused by 
a teacher whose approach is 
lively and interesting and who 
used different ways to meet the 
needs of individual children. 
(Remember the difference bet- 
ween the old Physical Training 
and the fun of Physical 
Education?) 

Religious Education enjoys a 
special status in the new cur- 
riculum. It is part of the basic 
curriculum but not the national 
— — • ■ihini^JIris means that it 
has equal standing whh * 


by Rosemary Peacocke 
Chairman of the 
Diocesan Council of 
Education 


areas but it will not be tested nor 
will there be national 
assessments of the work. There 
are considerable advantages in 
this, since it is not necessarily 
appropriate to have national at- 
tainments for RE, and yet the 
place of RE is secure within the 
curriculum. Some teachers of 
RE, however, think that testing 
gives status, and would lead to 
more pupils continuing with the 
subject at a higher level. Many 
requirements remain unchanged 
from the 1944 Act; there must 
be provision for RE for all 
pupils and the parents retain the 
right to withdraw their children. 
Moreover teachers who do not 
wish to take RE need not par- 
ticipate. This is right and pro- 
per, but it has been made clear 
that if a Head or teacher does not 
wish to be involved it is ex- 
pected that someone should be 
brought into the school to teach 
RE. This has important implica- 
tions for those outside the school 
who may be invited to do this 
work. Isn’t this the opportunity 
for the Church to train those 
who are interested and concern- 
ed, both clergy and laity, in the 


most appropriate way to teach 
RE? It is no easy task. 
Relevance within the curriculum 
and linking different areas of ex- 
perience, such as spirituality and 
creativity, require not only pro- 
fessional skill, but a close 
knowledge of the children and 
the curriculum in the school 
where the teaching is required. 

There are changes in the new 
Act about locally agreed 
syllabuses which must now 
reflect the fact that our religious 
traditions are mainly Christian 
whilst taking account of the 
teaching and practices of other 
principal religions. In this 
Diocese we can be justly proud 
that we are unique in having 
such a syllabus in Buckingham- 
shire which has been endorsed 
by the Chief Education Officer 
and the Diocesan Director of 
Education. The first of five prin- 
ciples listed in this syllabus 
begins “RE is a unique and vital 
el^menLinjchildreit's learning, 
although growth in religious 
development is a life-long pro- 
cess which is never complete” 
and concludes “Spiritual nurture 
in any particular faith is the 
djrect responsibility of the 
child’s family and of members 
of that faith. Some young 
children may well find support 
for their faith through RE in 
schools, but the subject is also 
concerned with developing sen- 
sitivity and a general 
knowledge, understanding and 
awareness of all things 
religious”. 

This last section puts the 
responsibility for nurturing the 
faith firmly in the hands of the 
family and the Church. It raises 
a further question about training. 
Are we doing the right thing for 
our young children and young 
people in the Church? Is there 
more we could do? 

The 1988 Act has something 
new to say about collective wor- 
ship (what used to be called 
assembly). There must still be a 
daily act of worship and as for 
RE, parents may withdraw their 
children. Most importantly it 
can be held at any time in the 


day and may be for separate 
groups of pupils. One six year 
old said to her teacher: “Why 
can’t we have ‘thank you’ at the 
end of the afternoon when we’ve 
got something to say ‘thank you’ 
to God for!” It is very difficult, 
if not impossible, to meet the 
needs of a widely different age 
group e.g. four to 11 years or 
11 years to 16 years, and it is 
a welcome piece of legislation 
that these groups may be broken 
down into more compatible ages 
and stages of development. 

It is stated in the Act that 
“Most acts of worship in a term 
must be broadly Christian”. 
This could cause problems 
where 90% or more of the 
children are Moslem or any 
other faith and, if that or any 
other controversial situation 
arises, provision has been made 
for standing advisory councils 
on Religious Education 
“S ACRES” to be set up by 
LEA’s to advise in such cases. 
The membership of SACRE will 
include members of the Church 
of England. Church schools 
(‘voluntary aided’) will have RE 
determined by the Governors in 
accordance with the Trust Deed 
or in line with the practice 
before the school became a 
voluntary aided school. 

The new Act has created op- 
portunities for a major improve- 
ment in the quality of RE. The 
trend towards Governors and 
parents being more closely in- 
volved in the life of our schools 
provides a context where 
members of the Church can in- 
fluence the quality of resources, 
context and status into RE. 

Children who delight in wat- 
ching a ladybird walk along their 
finger and older children who 
first look under a microscope at 
a spectacular crystal, have feel- 
ings of awe and wonder, the 
beginnings of religious ex- 
perience. Much older children 
learn through art, literature, 
music and drama to ask the big 
questions “Who am I” and 
“Why am I here?” RE can 
become a dynamic part of the 
children’s learning through play 
and exploration, practical ac- 
tivities such as helping old peo- 
ple in the community and not 
least the teacher selecting ap- 
propriate passages from the Bi- 
ble for study. There is no space 
in a short article to describe the 
many exciting ways of teaching 
RE, but one thing can be said, 
the best work begins from each 
child’s own experience. It can 
never fruitfully be imposed from 
above. 


Visit the 


MUSEUM OF ENGLISH 
RURAL LIFE 

A national collection with displays 
on farming, crafts, and village life of 
the last 200 years. Special 
photographic exhibition Thames 
Valley Farming Between the Wars. 

Feb 7-May 5 

Open Tues-Sat 10am- 1pm 
2-4.30pm 

Admission: Adults 50p; Children free 

The University, Whiteknights, Reading (2 miles SE of town centre on the A327 
Shinfield Rd.) Tel: (0734) 318663. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

CLERK 

Chairman of small, specialis- 
ed Christian Charity (and 
Trustee of several others) 
needs long-term, occasional,, 
reliable help with filing and 
confidential paper-work. All 
expenses paid; modest 
stipend if essential. West 
Oxfordshire. 

Please write: 

Box 001 THE DOOR, 
Journal House, 

33 Witney Road, 
Eynsham, Oxon. 


AQUARIA etc . . . 

GIFT VOUCHERS UNBEATABLE 

AVAILABLE PRICES 

FISH AND REPTILE EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS 

A FULL RANGE OF EQUIPMENT, FOODS, AND 
BOOKS FOR ALL TYPES OF FISH AND REPTILE 

KEEPING. 

FREE LIVE FOOD 

WITH EVERY PURCHASE 
OVER £10.00 

34 TOTTERIDGE ROAD, 
HIGH WYCOMBE 
»• (0494) 442984 

MON-TUES-WED & SAT 9.30am-6.00pm 
THURS-FRI 9.30am-8.00pm, SUNDAYS 10-4pm 
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Faith in our cities 


“FAITH in the City! Oh, 
you mean the Church Ur- 
ban Fund. We’re well on 
towards raising our target 
. . Well, yes. But there’s 
a lot more to it than the 
Church Urban Fund. 

“Faith in the City” took a 
long hard look at the mission 
of the Church in today’s 
world. Much of what it had to 
say is directly relevant to cen- 
tral Reading, Slough, Oxford 
and other urban areas in this 
Diocese. 

The basic message is God’s 
call to be involved with all the 
needs of all the people where 
we live, especially the poor. 


That is where God is. And if 
we cut ourselves off — in- 
dividually or as congregations 
— we will wither like branches 
cut from the vine. Where we 
live includes where we work 
and our social circle. Are we 
worshipping Him — that is, 
publicly acknowledging His 
supremacy — there as openly 
as we do in Church on 
Sundays? 

God cares about people’s 
jobs, their housing, their 
education, their health and 
security. Yours and mine, as 
well as in Sunderland (or the 
Third World for that matter). 
Perhaps we can learn from 
one another by linking up. 


Yes, we can give immediate 
help to many in need through 
the Church Urban Fund. It is 
important' that we do that, 
urgently. But on the basic 
issues we have much to learn, 
and here poorer people may 
help us. It is, after all, the rich 
who have the greatest difficul- 
ty in entering the Kingdom of 
Heaven — or so Someone said. 

The Bishop’s Council Work- 
ing Group on Faith in the City 
can provide briefing on par- 
ticular issues, and advise on 
linking up. Write to Anne Bor- 
rowdale at Diocesan Church 
House. We should welcome 
your ideas. 

Geoffrey Brand 



CHUI 


UND 


How did the Church 
Urban Fund Begin? 

In 1985 Faith in the City 
reported the findings of the Ar- 
chbishop of Canterbury’s Com- 
mission on Urban Priority 
Areas. It included these pro- 
posals: 

* Every urban parish should 
urgently consider the problem of 
deprivation with which it is fac- 
ed and the practical steps need- 
ed to alleviate them. 

* The establishment of a Church 
Urban Fund to finance that 
Christian caring work. 

What exactly is the 
Church Urban Fund? 

The Church Urban Fund was 
set up by the Church of England 
as an independent charity in 
1988. Its purpose is to channel 
significant sums of money into 


severely deprived inner city and 
outer areas. This will be done by 
making grants to locally based 
projects which build on the 
Church’s presence and work in 
these areas. Projects will, where 
possible, have an ecumenical 
dimension, and will always have 
been put forward for funding by 
the Bishop of the diocese. 

The CUF is already one of the 
largest grant making charities in 
the country. By February this 
year about 140 projects had been 
offered support by the Fund to 
the value of £3 million. These 
include a refuge for the young 
homeless in Nottingham, an 
ecumenical scheme to promote 
employment in Birkenhead, a 
drop-in centre in Sunderland, , 
work with young people in ' 
Southall and support for the 
rehabilitation of ex-offenders in 
Southwark. 

Who will provide 
the money? 

There are various sources in- 
cluding £1 million a year from 
the Church Commissioners but 
£18 million is being raised by 
the dioceses. Our Diocese has 
set itself a target of £1,500,000 
double the amount it was asked 
for, £475,000 will be provided 
from central funds leaving 
£1,025,000 to be found or £16 


for every person on a church 
electoral roll. The target date is 
Easter 1990. 

Are we on target? 

A Diocesan Church Urban Fund 
Appeal has been set up under the 
chairmanship of the Bishop of 
Oxford and with an appeal of- 
fice based at Reading under the 
direction of Brian Ebbs. Over 
£410,000 has already been rais 
ed by the Parishes in the Diocese 
of Oxford leaving £590,000 to 
go. Many parishes have already 
appointed their parish pro- 
moters. Some have already 
achieved their target like Stoke 
Poges who raised £8,000 after 
the Revd Cyril Harris preached 
on the Parable of the Talents and 
gave out £5 notes as seed 
money. His parishioners did 
almost everything with it from 
climbing mountains and organis- 
ing cream teas to charging their 
children for phone calls and giv- 
ing dinner parties and he painted 
a picture as a retirement present 
and gave the fee to the Fund. 

Future events 

Saturday July 15. Two spon- 
sored walks by the Thames led 
by Bishop Richard and Bishop 
Simon. 

September 17-24 Church Ur- 
ban Fund Week for all the 
dioceses. 


DOG COLLAR 


The Long Advent 


CURIOSITIES certainly face 
the traveller. A friend of 
mine returned from Eire 
recently, claiming to have 
witnessed an original Irish 
joke. He noticed a police car, 
blue lights and GARDA 
written on the side, being 
conducted through the streets 
of Dublin by a punk rocker 
with pink, spiky hair. My 
friend is nothing if not 
demonstrative. “Look at 
that,” he said grabbing the 
arm of a middle aged lady 
who was passing. She 
hesitated only fractionally. 
“To be sure,” she said, “it’s 
one of your plain clothes 
men!” 

Nor has my experience of the 
Middle East been any less 
quirky. Last April while in 
Jerusalem, I bought a crib set 
for St Mary’s at the shop of the 
American Colony Hotel — 
twenty-four large figures carv- 
ed in olive wood, Mary, Joseph, 
wise men, shepherds and 
animals. They were far too large 
and too numerous for me to 


with Richard Hughes 

carry. “We can easily ship them 
to you, good sir,” they said. 
The cheque was cleared in May. 
But no crib figures arrived. I 
rang the shop in June. “We are 
indeed glad you rang, sir” said 
the cryptic Arab voice, “for we 
have just received them back 
from England, address 
unknown.” I dictated my name 
and address again, imagining that 
he was writing it down. Finally 
I got to the postal code, RG8 
7DF — “D for Donald, F for 
Freddie”. “Ah, now indeed I 
understand, good sir — you are 
the Reverend Donald Freddie!” 
I gave up and rang a friend in 
Jerusalem who speaks Arabic. 
“Give those idiots my address,” 
I said. 

I rang the shop again in Oc- 
tober. “We are indeed 
desolate,” said the now familiar 
tones, “and will airmail the 
figures to you. Deep 
apologies.” Nothing happened 
until the beginning of December 
when I rang again. “I wanted 
them for Christmas,” I said. 
“Deeply troubled,” he said, 


“but I myself have supervised 
loading them onto the plane. ’ ’ It 
made not the slightest dif- 
ference. After Christmas, I gave 
up hope and was about to con- 
tact the Jerusalem police. Then 
astonishingly, last Saturday a 
parcel arrived. Excitedly, we 
tore open the packaging — great 
wads of Arabic newspaper and 
large bundles wrapped in 
disgusting pink foam. Within 
were the three wise men from 
the east carved in olive wood, 
quite magnificent . . . quite at 
variance with the Holy Scrip- 
tures in which the Christ-child 
arrives first. I rang Jerusalem. 
“Where’s the baby Jesus?” I 
enquired. “Do not fear. He is 
indeed on his way, good sir” 
said the voice. It must be the 
longest Advent ever. “Couldn’t 
you adapt them for Easter?” 
asked my son Philip. 

• Postscript: The divine child 
has arrived , but has gone into 
intensive care with a broken 


Richard Hughes is Rector of St 
Mary’s, Whitchurch on 
Thames. 


LUXURY WEDDING HIRE 


YOUR DEARLY LOVED PET 
DESERVES THE 
DIGNITY WE OFFER 

Rolls Royce ^ 


LAWNHILL PET 
CREMATORIUM 


Individual Cremation with 

Mercedes 


JT Casket if desired. 

11 Please ask your veterinary 
surgeon for details or phone us 

Competitive rates 


443 BANBURY ROAD , OXFORD 


(24 hour service) 

Tel: Oxford 52073 


( 029576 ) 588 

Est. 1988 Veterinary supervised 


H. A. HONOUR 

PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing, Roofing, 
Glazing, Painting. 

All aspects of work 
carried out. 


Telephone 

BICESTER 248860 

24 HOURS 



All your dancewear 
needs from Barre to 
Centre Stage. 

All dancewear 
requirements for 
children and adults. 

Skating and 
Gymnastic Leotards 
available. 

7a East St Helen’s 
Street, Abingdon. 
Tel: (0235) 554060 


JU.LNUT 

FOR 


★ Cookware 

★ Cake Decorating Supplies 

★ Cake Stands and Knives 

★ Christening Cake and 
Wedding Cake Top 

★ Wedding Presents 

47 Donkin Hill, Caversham 
and 32 High Street, 
Wallingford 

Head Office: 

Phone Rdg 472019 


ANTIQUES 

PURCHASED 

Cross Antiques wish to purchase 
Antiques of all types. We pay top 
prices and can normally equal or better 
Auction estimates without the risk or 
deduction of commission (most auc- 
tions take up to 25% of the price paid 
in commissions and VAT). 

We are interested in single items or 
will undertake completed house 
clearances. 

Cross Antiques 

37 HIGH STREET 
WATLINGTON, OXON 
TEL: (049161) 2324 
(AMY TIME) 


The National 
Retreat Centre 

24 South Audley Street 
London W1Y 5DL 

publishes 

THE VISION 

an ecumenical journal about retreats, 
including the listings of 160 retreat 
houses in the UK. 

£ 1.30 inc p&p. 

Cheques payable to APR. 

01-493 3534 


Cleveland 
Carriages 
ROLLS ROYCE 
DAIMLER 
JAGUAR 




For weddings and 
special occasions 

Phone Penn 
(049481) 6733 


MEMORIALS 

Large range in 
marble, stone 
and granite 
from 


including 
erection 
Free design from 

REEVES 

145 Magdalen Road. Oxford 
OXFORD 251231 
11 IE Corn Street, Witney, 
Oxon. Witney 5811 




0Tf)€ DOOR 


is the Church Newspaper of the Diocese of 
Oxford. It is produced by the Diocese in 
Association with Oxford Newspapers — part 
of Goodhead Publishing and is distributed by 
Church Membership to 150,000 readers in 
the three archeaconries of Oxon, Bucks and 
Berks. 

To advertise in this newspaper please 
contact: 

Mark Roberts or David Holden on 
Oxford (0865) 880505 



C A HI SV CO vsrvw lot 


WHAT WOULD HAPPEN 
TO YOUR 8 YEAR 010 
IF FAMILY LIFE WENT 
UP THE SPOUT? 

FOSTERCARES share their homes and lives 
with troubled children of ail ages: 

— working to get a child home 
— helping them move on 
— or being a substitute family for ever. 

DIFFERENT CHILDREN DIFFERENT JOBS 
WHAT COULD YOU DO? INTERESTED? 


Please telephone Christine Reeves on 
HENLEY (0491) 576464 or 
Janet Turner on 
WHEATLEY (08677) 3651 


ANCIENT OAK 
BUILDINGS 

Timber Framed Houses, Stables, 
Barns, Granaries and other 
Outbuildings supplied 

Many different sizes in stock 
All buildings carefully dismantled 
Drawings and photographs supplied 
Spare timbers bricks and tiles 
Full Construction service available 

Please telephone: 

OAK CONSTRUCTION 
on 0273 494192 or 0836 757647 

For any information required 


MEMORIALS 

ON DISPLAY IN OUR SHOWROOM 

EDWARD HARRIS 

108 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 
Tel: HIGH WYCOMBE 25997 

Estimates without obligation. 

Write or phone for brochure 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford OX1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, 
etc. Candles, Communion Wine, Altar 
Breads, Church Stationery. 


H. A. HONOUR 

HOME MAINTENANCE 

Fencing • Turf laying • Slabs • Removal of garden waste • Glass cutting • Plastering • 
Brickwork • Patios • Walls. 

All aspects of Home and Garden work carried out 

TELEPHONE: BICESTER 248860 (24 hours) 
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THE NEW ERA CENTRE 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
INCLUDE: 

CHRIST-CENTRED PERSONHOOD AND COMMUNITY 

Saturday, April 15, 10am-5pm. 

Bishop Stephen Verney and Rev Fred Blum 
CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE/RETREAT 
Saturday, April 29, 10am — Sunday, April 30, 5pm. 
Rev Peter Dewey. 

CHRIST-CENTRED CONSCIOUSNESS AND SOCIETY 
Saturday, May 13, 10am-5pm. 

Bishop Stephen Verney and Rev Fred Blum. 

For a programme of over 50 events send a SAE to The 
Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon 0X14 4AF. 


PRO-PLUMB 


Professional central heating and plumbing 
NEW HEATING SYSTEMS INSTALLED, OLD SYSTEMS 
OVERHAULED, COMPLETE BATHROOM SUITES INSTALL- 
ED (including tiling), BOILERS SERVICED AND GENERAL 
HOUSE MAINTENANCE, etc 
Over 50 years tfade experience 

Members of National Association of Plumbing, Heating and 
Mechanical Service Contractors 

Telephone: Reading 477408 

The Anglican 
Pacifist Fellowship 

believes that faith is Jesus Christ’s call for the 
renunciation of all war. 

For further information and newsletter: 

Hon Sec: Revd Sidney Hinkes 
St Mary’s Vicarage, Bayswater Road 
Headington, Oxford, 0X3 9EY 

OXFORD (0865) 61886 

HALL BROS 

Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted on our premises). 
Stocks — Vestocks — Cottas 
Collars (Plastic or Linen). 

Shirts (Black, Grey or Blue). 

Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choir Robes. 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut, fit, 
and quality. 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET, OXFORD, OX1 4BX 
TELEPHONE 242756 


F. H. SHEFFIELD 

• FUNERALS • CREMATIONS 
• MEMORIALS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL 
EMERGENCY SERVICE AND 
PARKING FACILITIES 

152 HIGH STREET 

(Corner of Queens Park) 

AYLESBURY - TEL: 82160 

CHAPEL OF REST 


HEARING PROBLEM? 


Impaired hearing makes life so difficult. let Auralaide help you 
live your life to the full. 

• Free professional testing, expert fitting. 

• Consultations with friendly staff at home or in our centre. 

• Specialist in the latest micro technology hearing aids. 

• Excellent after-sales with a repair service for all makes. 
Don’t suffer in silence, talk to us. We understand and we can help. 


Auralaide 


The Hearing Centre 

Hearing Centre, Auralaide Limited, 

33 Station Road, Reading. Tel: 583028 
Monday-Friday between 9.00am and 5.00pm 


HOME NURSING 
SERVICES 



Our services include: 

* OXFORD BASED NURSES 
AVAILABLE FOR PATIENTS IN 
THEIR OWN HOMES. 

* INDUSTRY AND NURSING HOMES 
FOR ADVICE AND FREE BROCHURE, 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

Oxford and Newbury 
Area Superintendant 
FELICITY COLEMAN r.g.n. 
Telephone: (0635) 66055 

A NATIONAL NURSING SERVICE 






Some facts 
and figures 

ENGLAND is divided into 
43 dioceses or episcopal 
sees The Diocese of Oxford 
is one of the largest and in- 
cludes 2,222 square miles 
and a population of two 
million people. It covers the 
three counties of Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Ox- 
fordshire and has 825 chur- 
ches, 634 parishes, and 453 
stipendary (paid) clergy in- 
cluding the Bishop, three 
Area Bishops, three Ar- 
chdeacons and 29 Rural 
Deans. 

History 
The history of the 
Diocese reaches back to the 
seventh century when St 
Birinus was sent from 
Rome by Pope Honorius to 
convert the West Saxons. 
In AD 635 King Cynegils 
was baptised besides the 
River Thames where Dor- 
chester Abbey is now 
situated. St Birinus found- 
ed the first Cathedral- 
Church of Dorchester and 
Bishopric of Wessex — 
later removed to Win- 
chester. In the 9th century 
Dorchester became the cen- 
tre of a vast Mercian 
diocese stretching from the 
Thames to the Humber. 
After the Norman Con- 
quest the See was transfer- 
red to Lincoln. The Church 
at Dorchester was given to 
the Augustinians in 1170 
and it was they who began 
the building of Dorchester 
Abbey. 

In 1542 after his Dissolu- 
tion of the Monasteries 
King Henry VIII created 
six new Sees including Ox- 
ford which was taken out of 
Lincoln. By two Orders in 
Council of 1836 and 1837 
the Diocese was con- 
siderably enlarged by the 
addition of the counties of 
Berkshire and Buck- 
inghamshire. 

How the Diocese 
is run 

The head of the Diocese 
is the Bishop of Oxford. 
His administrative head- 
quarters is Diocesan 
Church House, North 
Hinksey where staff both 
lay and clergy, assist in the 
day to day running of the 
Diocese and its various 
boards and departments. 

Policymaking, however, 
is vested in the Diocesan 
Synod under the presiden- 
cy of the Bishop of Oxford. 

It meets three times a year 
and consists of the House of 
Bishops, the House of 
Clergy and the House of 
Laity. The Bishop’s Coun- 
cil is the executive manage- 
ment body of Synod. 

To help its pastoral work 
the Diocese is divided up in- 
to three Archdeaconries 
which correspond to the 
pre-1974 county boun- 
daries. Each has its own 
Area Bishop and Ar- 
chdeacon. Within each Ar- 
chdeaconry for their 
mutual support, parishes 
are grouped into 
Deaneries. In addition to 
his Diocesan role the 
Bishop of Oxford acts as 
the Area Bishop for the 
Deaneries of Cowley and 
Oxford. 


This is 


The Cathedral 
Church of Christ 

The original Cathedral 
was Osney Abbey in West 
Oxford but in 1546 the seat 
of the bishop was transferred 
to the Priory Church of St 
Frideswide by then part of 
Christ Church. There it has 
remained so that our 
Cathedral is not only one of 
the smallest in England but 
the only one which also 
serves as a college chapel. 


The Bishop of Oxford 

The Rt Reverend Richard Harries 
Appointed: 1987 
Residence: North Oxford. 

Responsibilities: Leadership and 
cohesion of the Diocese. Also 
fostering a sense of mission and 
outreach. Personal pastoral respon- 
sibility for Cowley and Oxford 
Deaneries. Dean of King’s College, 

London for six years before com- 
ing to Oxford. A prolific broad- 
caster, journalist and writer of 
intelligent books on a range of sub- 
jects from The Pursuit of Happiness 
to What hope in an armed World? 

Married to Jo who is a doctor. 

Enjoys sport especially running, 
tennis and walking and loves the 
theatre. 

The Bishop of Reading 

I gmirc' The Rt Reverend 


The Bishop of Buckingham 

The Rt Reverend 
Simon Burrows 

Appointed: 1974 
Residence: Great Missenden 

Responsibilities: Leadership 
and pastoral care of Buck- 
inghamshire. Longest serving of 
the four bishops. Previous posts 
include building up the Church 
in new areas in Coventry and 
Southampton. Strong 

ecumenical commitment. Mar- 
ried with five children. Fanatical 
supporter of Hampshire Coun- 
ty Cricket Club. 

The Bishop of Dorchester 


CHIPPING 

NORTON 


WITNEY 


VALE OF 


Graham Foley 
Appointed: 1982 
Residence: Sonning on Thames 
Responsibilities: Leadership 
and pastoral care of Berkshire. 
Strong north country connec- 
tions. Former parishes include 
Blackburn and Leeds and he was 
a Director of the Yorkshire 
Electricity Board. Interested in 
approved schools having been a 
chaplain in one and written 
about religion there. In Who's 
Who includes ‘watching other 
people mow lawns’ amongst his 
hobbies. Retiring May 1989. 


The Rt Reverend 
Anthony Russell 
Appointed: 1988 
Residence: Whitchurch Rectory, 

Stratford (temporary) 

Responsibilities: Leadership and pastoral care 
of rural Oxfordshire. Farming background and 
passionately concerned for the rural Church. 
Has written The Country Parish (1987) about 
the rural ministry and for 14 years was Direc- 
tor of the Arthur Rank Centre at the National 
Agricultural Centre as well as a parish priest. 
Enjoys gardening and walking. 


The Archdeacon of Bu 

The Venerable John Bone 
Appointed: 1978 
Residence: Aylesbury 
Responsibilities: Administrative 
and pastoral care of the parishes of 
the Archdeaconry. 

Thames Valley connections since 
1960. One time vicar of Henley and 
Datchet. Then Rector of Slough and 
Burnham Rural Dean. 1980-85 
member of the General Synod. He 
also collects antique maps and 
prints, and gardens. 
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The Venerable 
David Griffiths 
Appointed: 1987 
Residence: Reading 
Responsibilities: Adminstration 
and pastoral care of the parishes 
of the Archdeaconry. 

An economist before ordination. 
Rector in Lincoln where he was 
also Cathedral Vice-Chancellor 
and Librarian and Windsor 
where he was Rural Dean. A 
Queen’s Chaplain since 1977. 
Also on the headquarters staff of 
SPCK for six years. He says 
however, he is basically a 
“parish man’’ and that even at 
SPCK he was Parish Relations 
Officer. “The bees in my 
parochial bonnet are tithing and 
contemplative prayer.” 


Financial Secretary of the Diocese 


Terry Landsbert 
Appointed: 1982 
Responsibilities: As well as be- 
ing Financial Secretary to 
Diocesan Synod he is Secretary 
of the Board of Finance, the 
Glebe Committee, the Buildings 
Committee and other bodies. 
He is a chartered accountant 
who was formerly in industry. 
He says he plays the organ bad- 
ly when pressganged! 




Diocesan Registrar 

Frank Robson 
Appointed: 1958 
Responsibilities: He is 

Registrar and Solicitor to the 
Diocese and Secretary of the 
Diocesan Synod. 

He is also Registrar of the 
Province of Canterbury, a part- 
ner in a firm of Oxford solicitors 
and a passionate follower of Ox- 
ford United. 


Lay Vice President of Diocesan Synod 


Dr Philip Giddings 
Elected: 1988 

Responsibilities: Chairman of 
the House of Laity with much 
the same responsibilities as 
Canon Peirce, his clergy op- 
posite number. 

A lecturer in politics at Reading 
University and warden of a Hall 
of Residence. He describes 
himself as a “conservative 
Evangelical”. Wrote regularly 
for the ODM and supports 
Gloucester Rugby Football 
Club. 



Clergy Vice President of 
Diocesan Synod 

Canon Martin Peirce 
Elected: 1988 

Responsibilities: Generally 
known as Chairman of the 
House of Clergy. He is elected 
for three years and besides 
chairing Synod as required he is 
an ex-officio member of various 
committees including the 
Bishop’s Council 
A Canon of Christ Church and 
since 1985 Director of Or- 
dinands for the Diocese respon- 
sible for care and assessment of 
those seeking ordination and 
during and after their training. 


The Archdeacon of Oxford 




The Venerable 
Frank Weston 
Appointed: 1982 
Residence: Christ Church 
Responsibilities: A Canon of 
the Cathedral and pastoral and 
administrative responsibilities 
for the City of Oxford and the 
old County of Oxford. 

An educationalist. He is a 
former principal of Edinburgh 
Theological College. Before that 
he was principal of the College 
of the Ascension, Selly Oak, 
where people were prepared for 
missionary work. A lover of 
choral music (he is a fine base 
himself), walking and following 
maps. 


Appointed: 1979 
Residence: Christ Church 

Responsibilities: Dual role. He is in charge of the Cathedral and 
academic head of Christ Church. 

An Old Testament scholar, writer and teacher. A former Dean of 
Durham. Interested in education and a one-time governor of 
Headington School and Durham High School. A lover of Greece 
and of rugby football. 
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From ODM To 
THE DOOR 

Dear Editor 

I write on behalf of the old 
ODM Editorial Board, to wish 
you and your team the very best 
of luck for the Diocesan 
Newspaper. The task of reaching 
out to a wide readership across 
the Diocese in an informative, 
thought-provoking and gripping 
way is not easy. I very much 
hope that you will receive at 
every level, from Church House 
to the individual parish, a great 
deal of support and enthusiasm. 

In every corner of the 
Diocese, you will need people to 
write, to distribute, to read and 
to fire others with the desire to 
read. If people will do all that, 
you should have every chance of 
a resounding success. 

We wish you all the best. 
Yours faithfully, 

Jonathan Meyrick 

Team Vicar of Taplow & 

Dropmore 

Taplow Rectory 

Maidenhead SL6 OET 

Jonathan Meyrick was acting 
editor of the Oxford Diocesan 
Magazine. He has recently been 
made Ecumenical Officer for the 
Archdeaconry of Buckingham. 


Prayer 

Requests 

Dear Editor 

Down through the years men 
have change the destiny of na- 
tions tl rough prayer. Tm sure 
many of your readers agree that 
the answer for this sick and 
sorry world is prayer for a 
mighty revival that will sweep 
this nation and make it great 
again. Daily in the morning and 
evening both mother and I pray 
for revival and for the needs of 
others. Any one can s&nJ fmxrrr 
requests to us. What better way 
to help one another, than by 
uplifting one another in prayer 
and letting God shower us with 
a blessing from above. Yours 

John Wood 

9 Celtic Park 
Enniskillen 

Co Fermanagh BT74 6HP 


Barriers must 
come down 


“SOCIETY is going to the 
dogs, nothing is the same as it 
used to be” — not even the 
Church! Society is becoming in- 
creasingly secular; surely the 
Church, in its outreach must 
follow to a degree. As the 
Church again squabbles amongst 
itself over the issue of inclusive 
language, we should realise, 
whatever is decided it will be ex- 
clusive to the majority of the 
nation. 

How does society perceive the 
Church, and to what extent is 
this due to how the Church 
presents itself? Politics and the 
Church cannot really be 
separated, but the Government 
controls the nation, whereas we 
have numerous denominations, 
the largest of which are divided 
along provincial borders — 
Church of Scotland, and Church 


of Wales. This fragmentation, is 
to be found across the board in 
Church related issues. 

I have found that the sym- 
bolism used by the Church may 
actually be a barrier to the ma- 
jority of people. These and other 
barriers must be broken down, 
secular and sacred must not be 
divided to such an extent. The 
Church Urban Fund can be a 
start for the breaking down of 
barriers. The Biblical notion of 
Jubilee, found in both 
Testaments, calls for a corporate 
social revolution not fragmented 
giving. Can the church find uni- 
ty in finally practising what it 
preaches — helping others and 
loving your neighbour? 

MARK RINGER 


Mark is a 6th former from Chal- 
font St Giles and member of the 
Diocesan Youth Committee. 
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BOOKStAU 


NOTING the growing effec- 
tiveness and influence of 
Anglican Evangelicals, David 
Edwards, a well known liberal 
thinker and writer, poses the 
question “How ‘Conservative’ 
do Evangelicals have to be if 
they are to be faithful to the truth 
including the Gospel?”. Having v 
read widely in John Stott’s ' 
writings he invited the latter to 
enter a Liberal-Evangelical 
dialogue in print to help answer 
the question. The result was 
Essentials (Hodder and 
Stoughton, £5.95). 

Both men have a deep respect 
for each others ability and in- 
tegrity and what follows is a 
fascinating survey of New 
Testament Christianity. The for- 
mat is a paper, by Edwards, ex- 
amining Stott’s stated views with 
a reply by Stott seeking to 
clarify and to challenge. The 
subjects discussed are the Power 
of the Gospel, the Authority of 
Scripture, the Cross of Christ, 
the Miraculous Christ, the Bible 
and Behaviour and the Gospel 
for th* World. Here is a com- 
pendium of Evangelical con- 
cerns which are explored by 
both men. 

It is good that those widely 
differing views can dialogue in 
such an eirenic way without 
betraying their own principles. 
Yes, there is some convergence, 
but there remains a gap to be 
bridged in these two understan- 


Peter Downham 
recommends 

dings of New Testament Chris- 
tianity. Both write 
appreciatively of the Centrality 
of the Cross, Edwards has a 
higher regard for the Authority 
of Scripture than many liberals, 
and Stott muses on the annihila- 
tion of the wicked after the Last 
Judgement. 

Of his partner in dialogue Ed- 
wards has said “I wish I had his 
godliness”. That comment is 
hill of grace and truth. 

Peter Downham is Vicar of 
Greyfriars Reading 

In Brief 

Christians and Jews alike con- 
tinue to sing, recite and read the 
Psalms in public and private. 
Their durable quality is unsur- 
passed. In Songs in a Strange 
Land (Mowbray, £2.95) Bishop 
Patrick Rodger, formerly 
Bishop of Oxford, answers the 
question “why” with seven 
meditations. In each one he con- 
siders the Psalms in relation to 
a different theme — worship, 
praise, vengeance, thanksgiving 
and to the extraordinary way in 
which they speak directly to 
human suffering and then take 
us soaring above it. They 
liberate, says Bishop Patrick, by 
freeing us from powers within 
and without. The second part of 
the books meditates on seven 
much loved canticles. 

C.E.L. 


CLEAN HOMES & CARPETS 

TOO BUSY FOR 
HOUSEWORK? 
LET US DO IT . . . 

Weekly, fortnightly or 
just once 

READING 502863 
OXFORD 728933 
MAIDENHEAD 
^ 34608 



c iP 


CHRISTUS 


REFUGIUm 


10 day directed retreat 
In idyllic lakeside setting 
in the heart of Switzerland. 

October 4-14, 1989 
For details write to: 

Rev Serge Middleton-Dansky 
Sancreed House 
Sancreed 
Penzance 

Cornwall TR20 80S 


Flashback 

For your wedding photographs 
why not contact the experts 

Phone Hamilton Skeete on (0628) 7841 54 

for professional service. 

We also specialise in Portrait and Landscape Photography. 


PETER KEYS VESTMENTS 

Valencia House, 14 Villa Lane, 

Stanwick, Northants NN9 6QQ 

Designed and made to order Ordination Stoles, Hand and 
Machine Embroidered Vestments. CASSOCKS, CASSOCK 
ALBS, COTTAS, SURPLICES, RESTORATION of FRONTALS. 
BANNERS & VESTMENTS. REPAIRS/ALTERATIONS to 
CASSOCKS, etc. 

Reception workshop open Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm. 

Please telephone 0933 622556/622248 
to ensure an appointment. 

SAE for price list 


Cultural Tours 
and Pilgrimages 



For over 34 years Inter-Church Travel has been the 
leading name in providing tours to places of biblical 
and cultural significance for people from all walks 
of life and all ages. The 1989 brochure features 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land, devotional visits to 
Lourdes and tours to the Soviet Union and India. 

The Great Wall of China and Rose-Red city of 
Petra are also among the highlights, and there is 
a range of UK holidays to places like Canterbury, 


Germany of Martin Luther and J ! 
Bach and a Malawi Mission tour in the foot- 
steps of David Livingstone. 

To receive this brochure either call free on 
0800 300 444 or complete this coupon and 
Inter-Church Travel Ltd, 


return it to: 
FREEPOST, PO Box 58, 
CT20 1YB. 
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YES! Please send me the Inter-Church ’89 brochure. 

Title and Name. 

Address 



Postcode. 


IAN FAULKNER 

French Polishing Specialist 

PRESERVE YOUR REAL WOOD AND FURNITURE 
FURNITURE RESTORATION WORK UNDERTAKEN 
26 YEARS' EXPERIENCE 
OLD AND NEW PANNELLING WORK 

2 Hedgewood Avenue t Abingdon 29453 


Telephone number 

Date of Birth (Mr). (Mrs/Miss) | 



BLENHEIM PALACE 
GIFT SHOP 

OPEN EVERY DAY 1 lam-4pm 

We have a good selection of gifts and books. 

Toiletries ★ Lace Tablecloths ★ Napkins ★ Place Mats 
ft Aprons ★ Bags ★ China ★ Enamels 

Also ★ Honey ★ Marmalades ★ Preserves ★ Books ★ 
Wine ★ Lots of ideas for Christmas Gifts. 

Hot and cold drinks are also available. 

Spend some time walking in the park and look at some 
of the finest views in England. 

BLENHEIM PALACE 

Woodstock, Oxford OX7 IPX 
Tel: Woodstock 109931 811752 


J. S. FABRICS 

Brackley Road, Towcester 
Telephone* 53544 

FOR ALL YOUR HABERDASHERY, FABRICS, PATTERNS, 
etc, etc 

BAIRNSWEARfREGENT KNITTING WOOLS 

BLACK SHEEP, NATURAL TWEEDS 

DRESS ALTERATION SERVICE 


D & P DECORATORS 

Rag Rolling 
. Artexing 
Carpentry 

Insurance Specialists 

Tel: Reading 871084 



Funeral Directors 

H.C.Grimstead Ltd • Established 1927 


Amersham 
(0494) 726130 

Eastcote 
01-866 0688 

Gerrards Cross 
(0753) 882644 


DAY. NIGHT AND SUNDAY ATTENDANCE 

Beaconsfield 
(0494) 672668 

TILBURY HOUSE 
SHEPHERDS LANE 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 



Harefield 
0895 822297 
Ruislip 
(0895) 632553 
West Drayton 
(0895) 442032 
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AROUND THE DIOCESE 


Exploring vocation 



ON June 16 1,700 delegates 
from 16 southern Dioceses in 
the Church of England will 
arrive in Portsmouth for Sur- 
rexit 89, a unique festival 
weekend about vocation in 
its widest sense. Their hosts 
will be the parishes and peo- 
ple of the Diocese of 
Portsmouth. 

Surrexit 89 has a special link 
with our Diocese because it is 
the vision of Canon Stephen 
Platten of Portsmouth Cathedral 
once a curate here. It is very 
much hoped that 100 of the 
participants will be from the 
Diocese of Oxford, with a good 
balance between young and old, 
men and women and urban and 
rural. Our contingent will be 
accompanied by the Bishop of 
Oxford and six members of the 
clergy. 

Speakers will include: the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Archbishop Tutu, Mother 
Frances Dominica, the founder 
of Helen House, Bishop Roy 
Williamson from Bradford and 
Bishop Michael Ball of Jarrow. 
Each will talk on a different 
aspect of the vocation theme 
including the “Church as Sacra- 
ment”, “The Gospel and Social 
Justice” and “The Church as a 
Caring Community”. 


The cost has been kept deli- 
berately low (£15 plus travelling 
for each participant) and pari- 
shioners in the Diocese of Ports- 
mouth and on the Isle of Wight 
are making their homes avail- 
able for up to 1 ,600 people each 
night. 

It is hoped that parishes within 
the Oxford Diocese will encour- 
age people to apply especially 
those whom God may be calling 
to a vocation. The Reverend 
Martin Gilham, the Diocesan 
Advisor for Lay Ministries, is 
planning to organise some local 
times of preparation after Easter 
for those who are going. He will 
also be pleased to deal with 
enquiries on 0488 58243. 

Swanwick 

gathering 

THERE will be a gathering of 
a rather different sort in 
Derbyshire from May 16-19 
when clergy and lay workers 
from the Diocese of Oxford 
meet for their Swanwick resi- 
dential conference. It happens 
every three years or so and this 
year’s conference will be Bishop 
Richard’s first. The overall 
theme is to be “Sharing in the 
Outgoings of God” and 
speakers will include Bishops 


George Carey and David 
Jenkins, Mother Francis 
Dominica, Frank Field MP, 
Canon Eric James and Dr Janet 
Martin Soskice. The Arch- 
deacon of Berkshire, the 
Venerable David Griffiths, says 
that the most noticeable feature 
of recent conferences has been 
the increase in the number of lay 
workers. 

Your farming 
questions 
answered 

FOOD safety and the en- 
vironmental and ethical stan- 
dards of farmers are causes for 
public concern. Will eggs or 
even a simple glass of water 
ever seem quite the same again? 

Some questions are least will 
be answered when Farmer Col- 
in Wright from Aylesbury and 
Molly Harris (Martha Wood- 
ford) of The Archers are inter- 
viewed by the Revd John 
Crowe, Team Vicar of Dor- 
chester, on Sunday, April 30. 

The interview will form part 
of a special Rogation Day ser- 
vice which begins at Dorchester 
Abbey at 10.30am. Afterwards 
the congregation are invited to 
picnic and sample foods in the 
cloister gardens. There will also 
be a special Food and Farming 
Year exhibition. 


There is now 
a life 
after 40 

LIFE can now begin at 40 at 
least for would-be ordinands in 
the Diocese of Oxford. The over 
40 rule which normally 
prevented quadragenarians from 
entering the ordained stipendary 
ministry has recently been 
rescinded. In line with the policy 
of other dioceses those up to the 
age of 50 can now be considered 
for the full-time stipendary 
ministry. 

“We are not looking for an 
avalanche of candidates over 40 
but in a period when so many 
are changing career in mid-life 
it seemed unreasonable to rule 
people out in principle once they 
had reached the age of 40,” said 
the Bishop of Oxford. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


THE Bishop's Council has set 
up a small working party to con- 
sider the possibility of a new 
Archdeaconry of Milton Keynes 
consisting of the Deaneries of 
Milton Keynes and Newport. 
The working party will include 
the Bishop and Archdeacon of 
Buckingham, Lady Elizabeth 
Higgs from Oxfordshire and the 
Revd Brian Bailey frm 
Berkshire. 


SHOPPING lists, lists of 
things to be done. Life can 
seem full of lists! When two 
years ago I saw the “list” of 
parishes and people for prayer 
tucked away in the ODM it 
struck me that we needed to 
produce something imagina- 
tive which could reach more 
people. “Praying for the 
Diocese” seeks to develop a 
network of Christians who will 
remember the clergy, laity, 
staff and leaders of the Diocese 
day by day. So far it has been 
a rather “clerical” leaflet with 
just two copies in the famous 
periodic clergy mailing. It 
shouldn’t stay cloistered in this 
way but it would not make 
economic sense to flood the 
Diocese with copies. “Praying 
for the Diocese” is available 
from Parish Resources at 


. for the DIOCESE 


Diocesan Church House. 
Please include four SAE’s for 
a year. 

It may be that, as in neigh- 
bouring St Alban’s Diocese, a 
fellowship of prayer with a 
regular more reflective publi- 
cation and occasional gather- 
ings should develop. The 
Diocese of Oxford is taking 
communications seriously now 
with THE DOOR and a Com- 
munications Officer. 

It isn’t of course all maga- 
zines and media. Prayer, the 
lifeline and link with God, is 
the common thread of com- 
munication in the Spirit. How 
can we improve and 
strengthen this together in the 
Diocese? What do you think? 
Do write to me at Diocesan 
Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. I 
collect poignant quotes. What 
better than a notice outside a 
Quaker Meeting House: 
“Don’t just do something, sit 
there!” 

Michael J. Withey 


WEYMOUTH 

SEA FRONT AND HARBOUR FLATS 

Colour TV, etc. 

Accommodates 2 to 10 persons. 

SAE for brochures to: 

K , Mrs Santonna (The Door) 

1 Trinity Road, Weymouth 
Tel: (0305) 784087 
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TRENOWETH VALLEY FARM COTTAGES 

St Keverne, Helston, Cornwall, TR12 6 QQ • Telephone (0326) 280910 

Mrs Rosemary Peters 

Spacious, comfortable rural cottages, fully furnished and carpeted with well equipped kitchen, 
colour TV and laundry facilities, kitchen/diner, lounge/sitting room, shower room toilet. Sleep- 
ing six people, each cottage has two bedrooms with new duvets and covers for each bed. Surrounded 
by trees and fields, there is a safe play area for young children and a quiet garden overlooking the sea. 
Quiet relaxing environment, midway between St Keverne and Porthallow. Pleasant walks, beach, 
village shops and Inns 1-1 Vi miles. 

Open Easter — end of October. £60-£175. Attractive early/late prices. 


CHARTERHOUSE HOTEL 

COCKINGTON LANE, TORQUAY 

JOHN AND ROS PASK 


MILL PARK 
TOURING SITE 

43 A m 

Berrynarbor, 
Near Ilfracombe 

Situated in peaceful sheltered and pic- 
turesque surroundings with delightful 
parkland and fishing lake. Ideal for the 
family holiday. Situated off A399 
coast road. 

For brochure Tel: 0271 88 2647 or 
send SAE to Mill Park Touring Site. Mill 
Lane. Berrynarbor, Ilfracombe. Devon. 


SOUTHPORT PROMENADE 

Lake Hotel 

Friendly, family-run Hotel 
You can expect a high standard of accom- 
modation. AH bedrooms are en-suite with 
colour televisions, direct dial telephones, 
shaving points and tea/ coffee making 
facilities. Good home-cooking guaranteed. 
Ample car parking. 

Free colour brochure available from: 

Mike & Margaret Gilbertson 
RESIDENT PROPRIETORS 
LAKE HOTEL 
Promenade, Southport 
Lancs PR9 ODY 
(0704) 30996 


ROMAN ROAD 

CYCLE TOURS 
IN WEST WALES 

Here in an area of great natural beauty we offer a tour planned 
especially to suit you; fresh air and exercise as leisurely or as energetic 
as you like amid tranquil rural scenery. 

Fully equipped modern touring bicycles and bed and breakfast in 
places you might not have found for yourself. (Evening meals op- 
tional). 

For further details, write or 'phone: 

Ddol Las, Farmers, Llanwrda, Dyfed SA19 8JP 
Tel: Pumpsaint (05585) 336 



• Indoor heated swimming pool and jacuzzi-type spa pool, 
together with changing rooms and lockers for personal 
belongings. 

• Games room with table tennis and snooker. 

• Beach hut on the sea front for general use of guests. 


COLLINGWOOD ROAD, MARINE PARADE WEST 
CLACTON-ON-SEA - (0255) 424018 


BELLE AIRE HOLIDAY PARK 

Beach Road, Hemsby, Gt Yarmouth 


One hundred yards from sea, level position, some rooms 
en-suite, colour TV, teamaking facilities and central heating 
in all rooms. Most have sea views. Large pleasant garden, 
ample parking, heated pool. Excellent food, choice of menu. 

For details, write or phone (0803) 605804 


FIVEWAYS HOLIDAY FLATS 

Telgnmouth. South Devon 


MARLBOROUGH HOTEL 

Ilfracombe, North Devon (0271) 63580 
SPEND A WONDERFUL 
SUMMER HOLIDAY IN DEVON 

COACH package prices starting from £85 

Package holidays available on request. Near pick-up points. 
Children and pets welcome. Child reductions. Fully licensed. 
Friendly hotel, minutes from sea. Home cooking. 

For further details write or telephone: Mary O'Hara 


Near beach, moors and shops. 

WEEKLY RENTAL 

Per Adult from E36-E44 

4-DAY BREAK E25 

Children half price. Infants and dogs FREE. 

Own car park. Flats can comfortably accommodate 2-10 
persons. Open all year. 

TELEPHONE (0626) 772264 


Biarritz Hotel 

ST BRELADES BAY, JERSEY 
First Register © Non-licensed 

★ Open April 8-October 21. 

★ Savings for all through combined accommodation/air travel from most 
UK airports. 

★ Enquiries welcomed from organisers of conferences and church/ 
fellowship groups, when special inclusive rates can be negotiated. 

★ Reduction for senior citizens. 

★ Entertainment on most days and evenings. 

For superb value in fellowship, food and fun write or telephone now for 
further information. 

TEL: 0534 42239 or 45506 


The indoor Aquafun Centre has a heated pool with fountains, flume slide, fun 
play area, Fish and Chip shop and The Red Dragon Pub all under one roof. All 
this will certainly make it a holiday to remember. 



AFFORDABLE 

FRANCE 


SELF-DRIVE HOLIDAYS IN LUXURY MOBILE HOMES IN BRITTANY 
AND WESTERN FRANCE 

Super four-star beach sites with restaurant, bar, swimming pool, on- 
site courier. 

EXTREMELY COMPETITIVE RATES! 

COLOUR BROCHURE 

SPECIAL SPRING/AUTUMN OFFERS NOW AVAILABLE 


Norfolk NR29 4HZ. Tel: 0493 731933 
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Longworth Hall 

Lugwardine, Hereford 
Herefordshire HR1 4DF 
Telephone (0432) 850223 

LONGWORTH HALL HOTEL 

Lugwardine, Hereford HR1 4DF 

10 bedrooms all with en-suites. 

Cedar Room Restaurant 12.00-3.00 — 7.30-9.45. 

Gun Room Bar open daily. 

Facilities for Conferences/Meetings/Wedding Receptions. 

Parking for up to 30 cars. 

Why not relax in the friendly warm surroundings of a Georgian Country House 
Hotel amidst the Wye Valley, enjoying one of the many services Longworth 
Hall can offer. 

Book now to save disappointment by telephoning 
(0432) 850223 

Country pursuits in traditional style 


Sparrow Holidays 

FIVEACRES, MURCOTT, OXFORD 0X5 2BZ 
Telephone: (086-733) 350 (24 hours) or (086-733) 280 


The Victoria Hotel 

1 Middlesex Road, Bexhill-on-Sea 

| r«— »i | ex £ 

Small family run hotel offering good, modern accommodation 
and traditional cuisine. 

Open all year round. 

Restaurant open to non-residents for lunch and dinner. 
Bookings advised. 

For bookings or further information contact: 

Eileen and Bill Dacke 

BEXHILL (0424) 210382 

Member of Bexhill Tourism Association 
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GENERAL SYNOD REPORT' 



All Saints’ Ascot 


Extremes 

IT was a synod of extremes. 
There was a debate on a 
report that looked back at the 
doctrinal battles of the Refor- 
mation, an indigestible 
debate on the infrastructure 
of Synod and a surprise 
result on the last day which 
reduced some people to 
tears. 

Salvation and the Church 

Historians of the Tudor period 
would have enjoyed Tuesday’s 
discussion of the statement from 
the second Anglican-Roman 
Catholic International Commis- 
sion on Salvation and the 
Church. In attempting to iden- 
tify points of agreement between 
the churches of today it was 
necessary to review the dis- 
agreements of the past. A 
Simpler guide is promised for 
next winter when deaneries and 
parishes will be expected to 
study it, if possible with local 
Roman Catholics. 

The Ordained Ministry 

The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury made a speech calling on 
the whole Church to seek and 
nurture young men and women 
who might be prepared to give 
themselves to the ordained 
ministry. Parishes could benefit 
from the enthusiasm, vitality and 
well-meaning mistakes of young 
clergy, he said. Dioceses will be 
called upon to review a report 
on “The Ordained Ministry: 
Numbers, Cost and Deploy- 
ment”. Do we want to continue 
the present practice of ordaining 
anyone selected, regardless of 
numbers or should we have 
realistic targets. 

Broadcasting policy 

One of the things about 
General Synod that always 
fascinates me is the number of 
experts it manages to produce 


and tears 

from among its members on any 
given subject. Thursday’s 
debate in response to the 
Government White Paper 
“Broadcasting in the 90’s” 
drew contributions from people 
with an amazing range of 
experience. With one exception 
they all attacked the proposals 
and fears were expressed that 
the present high quality pro- 
grammes for children would be 
lost and educational and religi- 
ous programmes would suffer. 

Black membership 

From time to time Synod 
manages to manoeuvre itself 
into a comer from which there 
seems no escape. Last Novem- 
ber as part of our commitment 
to Faith in the City Synod voted 
to increase the number of black 
representatives to 24 even if they 
hadn’t received enough votes to 
secure a place. This was intend- 
ed to be a “pump priming” ex- 
ercise in force for 1990-95 only. 

It was realised that it would 
take goodwill to arrange. How- 
ever, legal advisors warned that 
we could be in breach of the race 
discrimination laws. It was 
pointed out too that other 
minorities might also feel under- 
represented. We were in a quan- 
dary and our confusion was 
reflected in the voting figures. 
To the distress of many people 
the draft measure was accepted 
in the Houses of Bishops and 
Clergy but narrowly lost in the 
House of Laity. 

It is now up to parishes to 
encourage black members to 
stand for election to PCCs and 
synods. Let us aim to have some 
black members standing for Ox- 
ford in next year’s General 
Synod Election. 

Hilary Unwin 


Mrs Unwin is Training Officer for 
the Amersham Deanery. 


Population: 9,438. 

Electoral Roll: 187. 

Church: 1864. Red brick. 
Beautiful example of mid- 
Victorian design at its best by 
T. H. Rushforth. Also Mission 
Chapel of SS Mary and John in 
North Ascot. 

Rector: The Revd Christopher 
Hewetson. 

Assistant Curate: The Revd 
Nicholas Cranfield. 

Reader: Mrs Alison Cooper. 
Church Wardens: Messrs 
Christopher Jones and Wallace 
Stebbings. 

Choir: 16 boys, ten men. 
Organist: Christopher 

Goodwin. 

Parish magazine: Monthly. 
Circulation 275. Editors: 
Virginia and Richard Clements. 
Bookstall: Mrs Pat Gunton. 
Youth Clubs: Three for 9-13, 
13-15 and 15 plus age groups 
with ten leaders. 

Urban Link Church: All 
Souls’, Leeds. 

Mission Link: Bishop Keith 
Benzies of Madagascar. 
Sunday Services: 8am Holy 
Communion (25 communi- 
cants); 9am Holy Communion, 
hymns and address (30) in SS 
Mary and John Chapel on 
another site; 10.30am Parish 
Sung Eucharist (200), creche 
and Sunday school, coffee after- 
wards; 6. 15pm Evensong (under 
20), usually said but sung on 
first Sundays. 

Weekdays: Eucharist each day 
except Monday. Occasional 
healing services. 

Prayer Books: ASB for Com- 
munion services (Rite A) and for 
Said Evensong. BCP for Sung 
Evensong). 

Hymn Book: Hymns Old and 
New. 

Regular activities: House 
group, prayer group, men’s 
breakfast group, wives group. 
Mothers Union, children’s sing- 
ing group, Lenten groups, adult 
Sunday school twice a year, 
visiting scheme for the elderly. 


MENTION Ascot and most 
of us think of the races. In 
fact the race course is within 
the parish but apart from 
providing teas and car park- 
ing space for racegoers in 
Royal Ascot week All Saints 
is not overshadowed by the 
goings on up the road and 
has a very clear sense of its 
own identity. 

The unusual building is a 
help. Its red brick interior with 
marvellous wall paintings and 
glowing windows make the 
packed 10.30am Sung Eucharist 
with full choir and numerous 
servers a very special occasion. 

All Saints’ is a Catholic parish 


and a forward looking one. The 
choir for instance is by tradition 
all male much to the regret of 
Father Christopher’s four 
musical daughters but there are 
girl servers and a lady reader. 
Though there are “smells and 
bells” in moderation the mixture 
of hymns is surprisingly varied 
often including some modern 
songs and Taize chants. 

The large congregation which 
includes a Concorde pilot pro- 
vides a rich fund of talent and 
the laity play a very active part 
in the life of the church. They 
lead the intercessions and on 
four consecutive Sundays each 
year give the sermon. On April 
8 a group is organising a 


chartered train trip from Ascot 
station to Canterbury which it is 
hoped will involve the wider lay 
community. 

Set as it is amid affluent hous- 
ing estates All Saints’ might 
easily have grown smug. But its 
link with All Souls’ Leeds is 
proof that it has not. There are 
photographs of joint projects in 
the hall and regular exchanges 
of clergy, laity and even 
organists. The Mothers Union 
are embroidering kneeling mats 
for the Lady Chapel, the cubs 
are going up to help and in 
summer a youth club is combin- 
ing a walking holiday in the 
Dales with clearing up the All 
Souls’ churchyard. The Leeds 
Church which got down to six 
members with 90 pence in the 
kitty has nearly 50 now and a 
small Sunday school. “We need 
each other. We pray for them 
and they pray for us,” said 
Father Nicholas. 

It is going to be a memorable 
year for All Saints’. On May 26 
the Bishop of Oxford will attend 
their 125th birthday celebrations 
and from May 28 to June 4 they 
are running a mission with the 
theme. ‘Another Country, 
Another King’, The Right Revd 
Richard Holloway, Bishop of 
Edinburgh will lead it with the 
help of 20 missioners including 
members of the Church Army 
who will run a children’s mis- 
sion. Missioners will be put up 
in the houses of parishioners and 
will eat in a different home each 
evening. “It is very much an 
involving thing,” says Father 
Christopher. “In fact the 
Church could well be too small 
for the final Eucharist.” 

His words may prove to be 
prophetic. All Saints’ is a parish 
with a vision and at its present 
rate of progress could easily 
outgrow its Church building 
long before the end of its next 
125 years. 

Christine Zwart 


CONVEYANCING 

YOUR SALE AND PURCHASE WILL RE HANDLED 
PERSONALLY DY LAURA AIKEN FOR A 
COMPETITIVE FEE 

RING NOW ON (0753) 883365 

CHALFONT ST PETER 


POTTERS MACHINERY 

LAWNM0WERS: PROFESSIONAL & DOMESTIC REPAIRS 
★ SERVICE ★ PARTS ★ REPLACEMENT ENGINES * 

★ Webb ★ Suffolk ★ Atco ★ Qualcast ★ Flymo ★ Kubota 

★ Hayter ★ Mountfield - Agents 

★ HIRE: Garden Shredder, Lawnmower, Scarifier, Chain Saw, Rotovator ★ 

★ Collection and Delivery Service ★ 

TELEPHONE WHEATLEY (08677) 4082 

64 London Road, Wheatley, Oxford 


Down in Kingham there’s a little firm which 
does nothing else but copy and restore old 
photographs . . . 

Sepiatone studio portraits , faded snaps from the old box 
Brownie , photographs in any condition can be copied, 
improved and reproduced to full archival standards of 
performance. 

Phone us for a price list, or better still call in — 
we’ll be glad to see you! 

PHOTOCARE 

THE LANGSTON PRIORY WORKSHOPS 
STATION ROAD, KINGHAM, OXON, OX7 6UP 
Telephone (060871) 8184 


ST GILES CHURCH 

Stoke Pages, Bucks 

Organist and Director of 
Music Required 

To start immediately. Book of Common Prayer and alternative ser- 
vices, four part mixed choir. 

Three manual pipe organ in good repair. Choir practice Friday’s, 
generous honourarium plus £25 fee for each wedding and funeral 
deputies. 

Apply: The Rev C. E. Harriss, The Vicarage, Park Road, 
Stoke Poges, Bucks. Tel: 028 144177 




ARIEL WINDOWS 

MANUFACTURE*# ® msTAUEKS W 
DOUBLE GLAZING 

WINDOWS, 000RS, PORCHES, PATIOS. 

CONSERVATORIES, SECONDARY DOUBLE GLAZING 


■ HIGH QUALITY 

■ MADE TO MEASURE FOR A 
PERFECT FIT 

■ STANDARD SIZES AVAILABLE 

■ NO MIDDLE MEN - BUY DIRECT 

■ NO HIGH PRESSURE SALESMEN 

■ TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


VALUE FOR MONEY 
ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 

FAST FRIENDLY 
EFFICIENT 
SERVICE 



WITNEY (0993) 868178 


UNIT H3 NEW YATT BUSINESS CENTRE. NEW YATT. WITNEY. OXON Tel: WITNEY (0993) 868178 


E. N. MORGAN Ltd. 


THE CORNER HOUSE 
COACH LANE, REDRUTH 

TB 1 ^ ttd 



TELEPHONE: 


Traditional and Rustic 
style light fittings 
manufactured in oak 
and other prime 
hardwoods by Cornish 
Craftsmen to a 
superior finish. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


WALL BRACKETS-PENDANTS 
CANDELABRA and LANTERNS 



Clergy 
congregate 
at it... 

Choir Masters 

sing its praises 

« 

Treasurers 
value it... 

Lives have been 


MThis unique evfcnt for Christians in 
■ leadership from all denominations brings 
together by fan fhe largest and Most varied 
assembly/ of e*hit>itors of spiritual and 
practical resources in Europe- 
't also presents a balanced and heipftii 
programme of over 60 teivS plus music 
and worship workshops . 

if gou nave not tavern a group from jour 


...it is the 
1989 
Christian 
Resources 


church before , now is the time to start 
planning. Li We thousands of our regular 
visitors, you win find a day or more at 
Esher to be er^oy&He and above all 
highly informative across the entire 
rer\ge of resources. 

Most of all it will showgou how 
Christians are wording together in so mang 
ways to help gour ministry. Why not send off 
the coupon below in order to receive the 
fullest information abooit the exhibition and 
the lecture, music and worship programme 7 II 

Please send full details of the 1989 Christian Resources 
Exhibition at Sandown Park Exhibition Centre 

| Name . — 


Exhibition 

^ ^ ^ 

Sandown Park Exhibition 
Centre, Portsmouth Road, 
Esher, Surrey 
17-20 May 1989 
Opens at 10 a. m. each day 
Entry £2. 50 including free 
100 page handbook 
Massive free car parking 
Near exit 10, M25 
Esher station (Waterloo 
Line) 2 minutes by 
courtesy coach. 


/ 


courtesy coach * Vr f 

mmm, '{oo’fodyo 


changed by it... 


Please send leaflets 

Please send posters 

Return to The Christian Resources Exhibition, 
7c High Street, Princes Risborough, Aylesbury, 
Bucks. HP17 0AE. Telephone: 084 44 2894. 


The largest exhibition of spiritual and practical resources for churches, schools, missions and fellowships in Europe. 
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